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Reminds Me of a Story...

From the President’s Corner

President’s Day…..Hey, That’s Me!

W

e just celebrated President’s Day. For a
few years I led a ride to Cook’s Corner
on President’s Day. I mean, after all, I’m sort
of a President, so why shouldn’t I take a holiday
and do what I like best… get on my horse and
ride. This year I didn’t lead a ride to Cook’s, but
I did come home in the afternoon and saddled
up my gray mare, and headed for the hills.
It was a perfect day for riding…. Blue skies,
puffy white clouds, and a bite in the air that I
could taste as Lacey and I galloped up to the
Live Oak Ridgeline. As we wound down from
the crest, I began thinking about the men, the
Presidents, whom we were celebrating. What
was their relationship with horses, and did they
have favorites? It turns out, the Internet comes
to the rescue, and I have my answers to share
with you.
George Washington was described by no less
than Thomas Jefferson as “the best horseman of
his age.” Jefferson himself is reported to have cut
a good figure on horseback, so the compliment
may be more than hyperbole. Jefferson would
have known a good horseman when he saw
one, particularly during an age when being an
accomplished horseman was taken as a mark of
a true gentleman.
Washington’s ability as a horseman had
historical significance. During the Revolutionary
War the revolting colonies lacked legitimacy
both in the eyes of the world and that of the
mother county. Those British officers who met
with Washington under flags of truce all testified
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that he was a very impressive figure, both on
horseback and off. It is also true that in an
era when a commander utilized the mobility
of a horse to monitor the progress of military
operations, being a good horseman had its
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practical applications.
George Washington’s horsemanship was no
accident. It was honed on the hunt fields of
Virginia, where he was an avid fox hunter. Not
only did he enjoy the hunt, he was also a breeder
of fox hounds and established the American
breed of fox hounds by crossing those originally
brought from England with those the Marquis de
Lafayette sent him from France as a gift. (Hey,
maybe Charlotte, my nine year old American fox
hound, is a descendant!)
It seems that Washington was a true
enthusiast, riding close on the hounds, leaping
fences and moving as fast as possible. His
favorite hunter was Blueskin; a horse that during
its youth had a dark iron-gray, almost blue,
coat. Blueskin was a spirited animal, known for
his endurance during a long chase. Washington
took Blueskin to war and later retired him to
Mount Vernon.
Another horse closely identified with
Washington was his chestnut horse, Nelson.
Nelson, who bore the stable name “Old Onzie”,
was a gift from Thomas Nelson, Jr. a signer of
the Declaration of Independence. Nelson was 16hands tall with white face and legs. Washington
received Nelson in 1778 and renamed him for
his donor. After the war Nelson was retired to
Mount Vernon where he was cared for until his
1790 death.
The other President we celebrate in February
is Abraham Lincoln. He was no stranger to
horses, in fact he was quite fond of the animals.
History tells us that during his Presidency there
was a fire at the White House stables. In fact,
the stables were engulfed by fire. President
Lincoln tried to run into the burning stable to
save his son’s ponies. President Lincoln had to
be physically restrained.
Lincoln owned several horses throughout his
life including Tom, Belle, Old Buck, and a reddishbrown horse
named Robin
(who
was
called
“Old
Bob”). Lincoln
rode
Old
Bob when on
the
circuit
as a lawyer.
“Lincoln
left
Old Bob in
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Springfield
when he went
to Washington,
D.C.
There,
Lincoln got a
new
horse,
whom someone
named
“Old
Abe.”
When
A b r a h a m
Lincoln
went
to the Soldier’s
Home just outside of Washington, it was on Old
Abe that he rode.
In 1865, Abraham Lincoln was honored
by the inclusion of a caparisoned horse at his
funeral. When Lincoln’s funeral train reached
Springfield, Illinois, his horse, Old Bob, who was
draped in a black mourning blanket, followed the
procession and led mourners to Lincoln’s burial
spot. A riderless horse or caparisoned horse (in
reference to its ornamental coverings), is a single
horse, without a rider, and with boots reversed
in the stirrups, which sometimes accompanies a
funeral procession, following the casket.
Alexander Hamilton, former Secretary of the
Treasury (1789-1795) was the first American to
be given the honor. Abraham Lincoln was the
first president of the United States to be officially
honored by the inclusion of the caparisoned
horse in his funeral procession.
This statue of Abraham Lincoln and his horse,
Old Bob, was created by Ivan Schwartz, and
now sits in a collection at the Smithsonian. The
statue is made of bronze. It is life size and done
as true to the times as possible. They chose
an American Standardbred as the model for the
sculpture of Old Bob.
So, I realize that as President, I am in
good company. And I might say, for all of us,
fortunately in the company of horses!
James M. Iacono
President
ETI Corral 357
Saddleback Canyon Riders
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Trail Boss Report
By Debbie Kelly

Ride With Us

T

his year we have several rides scheduled
on the Ferber Wilderness Preserve.
After years of negotiating with the OCTA, our
club is part of a huge effort to keep this land
open by leading scheduled rides every other
month. In February four ETI members enjoyed
the abundance of beauty offered on the pristine
trails on the ranch. There were also riders from
the boarding facility located on the ranch, and
of course we are accompanied by two mounted
OC Sheriff. The trails are well maintained and
it is refreshing to share the time with friends
who appreciate the uniqueness offered on the
Preserve. If you have not yet joined us on one of
these rides you are missing out. We hope you
will consider registering for the next ride
which is scheduled for Sunday, April 29th
at 8:30 am.
Some other upcoming rides include:
Swallow’s Day Parade
March 24th
Moonlight ride
March 31st
Imperial Beach ride
April 14th
Mark your calendars!!
...Details for these events
are forthcoming...
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Local News
By Sue Marucci

Bike

vs

Horse

W

hile enjoying a relaxing ride on your
seasoned horse you see a mountain
bike rider approaching. You shorten the reins,
brace yourself ... and pray.
Horses tolerate a lot of things because they
trust us. But confronted with a bike, they may
sense our fear—not because we are afraid of
the cyclist, but because we aren’t sure how our
horse will react. Our trusty mount might rear up,
jump sideways, or buck, projecting us into the
air and over a cliff (giving us the thrill of bungee
jumping WITHOUT the bungee cord). And once
we are thrown off, there’s the concern of injury
to our horse and others. Even a horse that is
accustomed to bikes can take us by surprise,
because “SOMETIMES THEY JUST MAY ACT LIKE
A HORSE!”
This is only natural, because horses are
animals of prey and may perceive a cyclist as
a danger. Horses have acute senses and if they
detect a rider’s fear, it has a ripple effect. That is
why some old-time horse trainers say they used
to chew tobacco, hoping to mask the horse’s
ability to sense their fear (I don’t know if this
is an old wive’s tale, but on a personal note,
I find that peppermint gum works as well!).
Also, the field of vision for a horse is different
from ours because his eyes are on either side of
his head. This eye placement limits the horse’s
ability to recognize objects at certain distances
and they experience blind spots within their field
of vision. In short, there are many factors and
skills needed to safely understand and manage
this l,000-lb. animal.
Now that I am a “senior” rider, I do take
into consideration all of the above. I am aware
that my bones will shatter like dry ice, and
that I might not make it back to the same zip
code if injured. At this age, I take more safety
measures: peppermint gum, helmet, CO2
inflatable vest, gloves, ID, and emergency
information. My fellow riders often remark that
I am outfitted more like I am headed for Iraq
than a trail ride.
On March 3rd between 8:30 and 11:00 am,
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several of us will be participating in an event
at O’Neill Regional Park to educate young bike
riders and practice skills related to mountain
bike safety. We have a few riders and equine
volunteers to answer questions, offer advice
and implement the skills related to equine and
moutain bike interaction. I am hopeful that
we can share our concerns with our fellow
recreational trail enthusiasts and have mutual
enjoyment when our paths cross.
And in closing, always remember the true
definition of horsemanship is THE ABILITY TO
KEEP THE HORSE BETWEEN YOU AND THE
GROUND!
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Take a Kid Mountain Biking
Saturday, March 3
8:30 to 11 a.m.
O’Neill Regional Park
30892 Trabuco Canyon Rd.
Take
a Kid Mountain
Biking
Trabuco
Canyon, CA
92678
Saturday, March 3
8:30Registration
to 11 a.m.

required:

https://letsgooutside.org/activities/2018/03/03/

O’Neill Regional Park
take-a-kid-mountain-biking/
30892 Trabuco Canyon Rd.
Trabuco Canyon, CA 92678
Registration required:

https://letsgooutside.org/activities/2018/03/03/
take-a-kid-mountain-biking/

OC Parks and SHARE Mountain Bike Club
children and families to enjoy a day of mou
biking at O’Neill Regional Park. With miles
mountain biking trails available at the park,
are encouraged to practice new skills whil
important
mountain
OC Parks and SHARE
Mountain
Bike Club bike
invite safety at Take a K
children and families
to enjoy Biking.
a day of mountain
Mountain

biking at O’Neill Regional Park. With miles of
mountain biking trails available at the park, children
Bring your own bike, a helmet and choose
are encouraged to practice new skills while learning
own
– beginner,
important mountain
bikeride
safety
at Take a Kidintermediate or big ki
Mountain Biking. Children must be accompanied by an adult

times, including on the rides. There will be

Bring your own bike, a helmet and choose your
stations set up, bike and helmet safety che
own ride – beginner, intermediate or big kids.
advice provided.
Children must betrail
accompanied
by an adult at all
times, including on the rides. There will be skill
stations set up, bike
and activities
helmet safety
checks
Event
and
bikeand
park features brou
trail advice provided.

you by Stampede Bikes and Non Dot Adve
OCbike
Trails
be sharing
Event activities and
park will
features
brought toexciting plans and
Event and parking are free. you by Stampedefor
Bikes
NonCraig
Dot Adventures.
theand
new
Regional Park Bike Facili
Event and parking are free.

OC Trails will be sharing exciting plans and updates
for the new Craig Regional Park Bike Facility.

For additional information, email
oneillpark@ocparks.com
or call (949) 923-2
For additional information,
email
oneillpark@ocparks.com or call (949) 923-2260.

www.facebook.com/OrangeCountyParks
www.facebook.com/OrangeCountyParks
twitter.com/OCParks

twitter.com/OCParks
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Horse Sense
By Dave Seroski

Hauling Horses

“

My fifteen-and-a-half year old
daughter just got her provisional
driver’s license. She and all 600 of her
friends want to load up the horse trailer
and head out to high adventure. Can
she?”
CHP says:
No, not until she is 16, has
completed driver education and driver
training, driven the requisite number
of hours and has a regular California
driver’s license. Then she can drive
alone between the hours of 5 a.m. and
11 p.m.; can transport only passengers
20 years or over, unless she has a
parent, a California-licensed driver 25
years or older or a licensed or certified
driving instructor in the car. There are
exceptions to the restrictions so the
parents will have to review the law
before their daughter takes off.
Of course, by now Dad has taken the
front tire off the truck, and the trailer
tires are gone. But if Dad and Mom
are OK with it, and all the registration,
insurance and safety equipment are in
good shape, then she can pack up her pony and
go.
Under California law, a teen driver can tow
a horse trailer with livestock, where the total
weight of the loaded trailer is not over 10, 000
pounds.
The CHP is the final authority on ALL things
related to vehicles. Of course local agencies
have authority over vehicles as well, but when
it comes to questions, the agencies call the CHP
as they are the final authority. You can, too!
So here is what the CHP is telling me: when
you get your CDL you will see it has a class C
rating, which comes with the privilege of driving
when you have a regular driver’s license. So you
have your class C already, which is necessary to
tow a horse trailer up to 10,000 pounds loaded,
but you may not haul for hire, or get paid to
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transport horses or livestock.
Just like all vehicles, trailers or anything else
with wheels and tires, there are restrictions.
Here’s what they are for horse limos:
-Must be registered.
-Additional insurance is a good idea.
-Have a class “C” license, or a class “A.”
-Weight limit when loaded: Maximum 10,000
pounds.
-You Must Maintain a log:
-IF you go on a 100 mile trip
-IF you drive 12 hours or more
-IF you are not on a round trip
Good news so far, it’s what we mostly do.
-BUT IF: You are over 10,000 pounds? Even
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by 1 that’s (one) pound? you need a class
“A” license. This is where the goose-neck
guys get in trouble.
-IF you are advertising on the truck or trailer
or both? It’s a good Idea to include a “Not
For Hire” sign. Because you can be taken
for a commercial operation and you will be
doing the, “but officer they really my horses,
oh yeah? ‘What’s their names?’ game.” (Be
aware that in some states, it doesn’t make
a difference if you have a sign; you’ll still
be considered commercial. Also, if you’re
participating in a competition, some states
consider prizes as compensation.)

in 2 different flavors: One is for “I’m going
in style, because I can” and the other is “I’m
hauling for a living & pay.” Class “A” licenses
come with a bushel of requirements and
limitations. Drop by the DMV office or hit
their website for the latest info on that.
Or chance it.
If you’re in violation and caught? You leave
the vehicle & trailer right were you’re stopped.
You get a pocket full of tickets and maybe end
up on the COPs TV show sitting on the curb,
doing the squat chicken with the cell phone on
one ear and your hand on the other.

-IF the truck you are towing with (some of
us have way too much money) is 10,000
pounds? You need a class A. Class As come

Happy Hauling,
Dave Seroski

V OL U N T EERS n e e d e d

Trail Maintenance at O’Neill Regional Park
Saturday, April 7th at 8:00 am

If you ride in the park, if you love the park, or if you’re just a member, do your
part, show your support and be there!
Our club has a commitment to trail maintenance 6-times per year and as our
president says, “Many hands make light work!” We need EVERYONE’S help! Meet
us at the Nature’s Center parking lot (no charge to enter).

Contact/RSVP: Kristen Holden 949-444-1990
Hope to see you there!!! Remember to bring gloves & tools!!!
Saddleback Canyon Riders - ETI Corral 357
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Premium quality feeds for every budget.
www.CanyonFeed.net

Professional Courteous Service. Delivery to Home or Stable.
Monday:
Tuesday:

Rancho Carillo, Ortega, Sycamore, San Juan Capistrano, Nellie Gail, Laguna, Mission Viejo
Coto, Santiago, Modjeska, Silverado, Carbondale, Peacock Equestrian, Orange, Yorba Linda
Wednesday: Trabuco Canyon, Lake Forest, Serrano
Thursday: Rancho Carillo, Ortega, San Juan Capistrano, Nellie Gail, Laguna
Friday:
Coto de Caza

30555 Trabuco Canyon Road, Suite 100
Trabuco Canyon, CA 92679

949-766-2825
Monday - Saturday 9-5
Love the feed store?
Follow us on Facebook to bring us
everywhere with you!!
Tips For a Safe & Successful Delivery

* Keep your hay elevated & ventilated. Storing your hay on pallets will help keep your hay from getting wet or moldy
* Keep your hay/feed room as clean as possible. When your hay runs low it’s a great time to move your pallets and
sweep out bits of hay or feed that have (or could) become mouse & rodent housing. Remember that rodents are a
tasty treat to snakes!
* Keep your strings under open hay bales so they can be re-tied up and moved when your new hay is delivered.
* Remember to thank your delivery driver
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2 0 1 8 Calen dar |
Date

Event
Members' Meeting

JULY

JUNE

MAY

APRIL

MARCH

1
3

SAT

8

THUR

AUGUST
SEP

Board Meeting

SAT

Swallows Day Parade

31

SAT

Full Moon

Contact

M&C's Sports Grill

Jimmy I (714) 612-1789

8:30 - 11 am O'Neill Park
7:00 pm

Jimmy I (714) 612-1789

Patti and Rich Gomez

Rich/Patti (949) 888-1604

10:00 am meet at CVS

non-club event

7:30 am

Debbie (949) 244-0670

Meet at CVS

TDB

Debbie (949) 244-0670

5

THUR

Members' Meeting

7:00 pm

M&C's Sports Grill

Jimmy I (714) 612-1789

7

SAT

Trail Maintenance

9:00 am

O'Neill Park

Kristen (949) 444-1990

12

SAT

Board Meeting

7:00 pm

Jim and Vicki Iacono residence

Jimmy I (714) 612-1789

14

SAT

Imperial Beach Ride

8:00 am

8:00am at CVS

Debbie (949) 244-0670

29

SUN

Ferber Ranch Preserve Ride

8:30 am

Stage O'Neill; meet Trabuco Oaks gate

Debbie (949) 244-0670

3

THUR

Members' Meeting

7:00 pm

M&C's Sports Grill

Jimmy I (714) 612-1789

10

THUR

Board Meeting

7:00 pm

Kristen's home

Kristen (949) 444-1990

7:00 pm

M&C's Sports Grill

Jimmy I (714) 612-1789

O'Neill Park

Debbie (949) 244-0670

Stage O'Neill; meet Trabuco Oaks gate

Debbie (949) 244-0670

Trabuco Canyon

Jimmy I/Crystal

RAIN DATE for Imperial Beach Ride

2

SAT

7

THUR

Members' Meeting

SAT

Trail Maintenance

8:00 am

Board Meeting

7:00 pm

9
14

THUR

30

SAT

Ferber Ranch Preserve Ride

Debbie (949) 244-0670

10:00 am

4

WED

July 4th Parade

8:30 am

12

THUR

Board Meeting

7:00 pm

21

SAT

Medieval Times

THUR

Members' Meeting

4

SAT

9

THUR
SUN

6 or 8:15 pmMedieval Times
7:00 pm

M&C's Sports Grill

Jimmy I (714) 612-1789

RSM

Kristen (949) 444-1990

Pancake Fund Raiser

5:30 am

RSM

Kristen (949) 444-1990

Board Meeting

7:00 pm

Ferber Ranch Preserve Ride

9:00 am

Stage O'Neill; meet Trabuco Oaks gate

Debbie (949) 244-0670

M&C's Sports Grill

Jimmy I (714) 612-1789

Trabuco Creek Bridge

Rich/Patti (949) 888-1604

meet at CVS

Crystal (949) 207-8921

6

THUR

Members' Meeting

7:00 pm

13

THUR

Board Meeting

7:00 pm

15

SAT

Inner-Coastal/Watershed CleanUp

8:00 am

SAT

Gene Autry Western Heritage Museum

4

THUR

6

SAT

Crystal (949) 207-8921

5:30 pm

3 FRI-SUN Pancake Fund Raiser - Setup

29

OCTOBER

Take a Kid Mountain Biking

24

26

NOVEMBER

7:00 pm

Location

Start ordering dinner by 7, meeting starts promptly at 7:30. Our guest speaker this month is Greg Bruce, aka, the "Tooth
Farrier;" Greg is a wealth of information regarding your horse's dental needs.

9-11 FRI-SUN Pomona Horse Expo

2

DEC

THUR

E T I Corral 3 5 7

Members' Meeting & Nominations
Acorn Day

NEED VOLUNTEERS

10:00 am
7:00 pm

M&C's Sports Grill

Jimmy I (714) 612-1789

10:00-3:00 O'Neill Park

Debbie (949) 244-0670

11

THUR

Board Meeting

7:00 pm

13

SAT

Trail Maintenance

8:00 am

O'Neill Park

Dave S (949 ) 459-7153

20

SAT

Ferber Ranch Preserve Ride

9:00 am

Stage O'Neill; meet Trabuco Oaks gate

Debbie (949) 244-0670

Members' Meeting and Elections

7:00 pm

M&C's Sports Grill

Jimmy I (714) 612-1789

Trail Maintenance

9:00 am

O'Neill Park

Rich/Patti (949) 888-1604

Board Meeting

7:00 pm

Ferber Ranch Preserve Ride

10:00 am Stage O'Neill; meet Trabuco Oaks gate

Board Meeting

7:00 pm

Christmas Party / Dance

5:30 pm

1

THUR

3

SAT

8

THUR

18

SUN

13

THUR

15?

SAT

Circle S Ranch

Debbie (949) 244-0670

Jimmy I (714) 612-1789

www.saddlebackcanyonriders.com
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Treasurer’s Report
By Vicki Iacono

Financial Report for Period Ending:
January 21, 2018
Ending Balance (BofA): 										

$9,254.44

Deposits: Deposits Made After Closing:								
Sub-Total for beginning Balance + Deposits							

$0.00
$9,254.44

Expenses:
Ck# Source:
2123 Hanaeleh
2124 J. Iacono
Total Expenses pain

Reason:
Amount:
donation
$250.00
Xmas Party $123.00
in January 2018:								

$373.00

Unpaid Checks Issued This Period:
Ck# Source:
Reason:
Amount:
Ck# Source:
Reason:
Amount:
2115 ETI		
Membership $85.00		
2115 ETI		
membership $ 85.00
2122 J Meric		
board dinner $ 50.00
2175 ETI		
membership $245.00
2119 D Kelly		
Xmas party $49.00
Total expenses paid & unpaid this period:							

($429.00)

Funds on hand after Expenses paid & unpaid checks this period:		
		
Petty Cash on Hand (included in balance):						
Corral FUNDS On Hand:										

$8,816.44
$400.00
$9,216.44
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2018 Board of Directors

Saddleback Canyon Riders | ETI Corral 357

President			

James Iacono

Vice-President		Kristen Holden

714-612-1789

jiacono@fontissolutions.com

949-444-1990

kristen3091@gmail.com

Secretary			

Janel Meric					

janelmeric@yahoo.com

Treasurer			

Vicki Iacono		

949-285-5975

zoegal@hughes.net

Membership			

Sue Seroski		

949-459-7153

sseroski@yahoo.com

Scribe/Newsletter Editor Renate Soderstrom 831-359-1079

renate.soderstrom@gmail.com

Trail Boss			

Debbie Kelly		

949-713-6133

debbiekelly57@yahoo.com

Activity Director		

Crystal Hansen

949-207-8921

crystalghansen@me.com

Sergeant-at-Arms		

Patti Gomez					

Social Media Coordinator Crystal Hansen

949-207-8921

Emergency Response Team Coordinator					
& Webmaster		
Rich Gomez		
714-504-7001
Other Contacts:
O’Neill Regional Park
ETI National Office
OCFA Station #18		

Steve Aleshire
949-923-2259
Debbie Foster
818-362-6819
Greg/Dennis/Nate 949-858-9369

pattianngomez@aol.com
crystalghansen@me.com
rtgomez@aol.com
steve.aleshire@ocparks.com
eti@linkline.com

Note from the Editor
Renate Soderstrom

Like Us! Follow Us! Join

the

Club!

MEMBERSHIP RATES:

Junior Membership (under 18)
Senior Membership (over 18)
Family Membership			
Contact:
		
		
		

$45
$60
$90

Sue Seroski
Membership Coordinator
(949)459-7153
sseroski@yahoo.com

ADVERTISING RATES:
Ad Size
Full Page
Half Page
1/4 Page
1/8 Page

Deadline

for

April 2018 Newsletter: March 22nd!!!

REMINDER: See our Emergency Evacuation Plan here:
www.saddlebackcanyonriders.com/our-mission/
emergency-preparedness.aspx
Saddleback Canyon Riders - ETI Corral 357

Member	Non-Member
$45.00		
$75.00
$30.00		
$50.00
$15.00		
$25.00
$5.00		
$10.00

Contact:
Renate Soderstrom
		Newsletter Editor/Scribe
		
831-359-1079
		
renate.soderstrom@gmail.com
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www.saddlebackcanyonriders.com

The Saddleback Canyon Riders are ETI Corral 357

Established in 1991, we are one of the largest ETI corrals in California
with members from South Orange County and points beyond. We are a
family-friendly equestrian group based in Trabuco Canyon at the foot of
the majestic Saddleback Mountains. Our Corral is committed to supporting and helping maintain O’Neill Regional Park and other local riding trails.

ETI: Equestrian Trails, Incorporated

is a family oriented riding club established as a nonprofit corporation in 1944 with the Charter to be "Dedicated to the Acquisition and Preservation of Trails, Good Horsemanship, and Equine Legislation."
With its combined membership, ETI has successfully worked to keep our trails open and add
more equestrian facilities. The more members we have backing equine legislation and trail preservation, the more likely the State, County and City Officials will be to comply with our needs.

Saddleback Canyon Riders
ETI Corral 357
PO Box 1026
Trabuco Canyon, CA 92678
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