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Reminds Me of a Story...

Thanks

T

for the

here are certain people, when they speak, that
just command your attention. It is a blend of
wisdom, authority, and just plain common sense that
compels you to consider a perspective that demands
application. It is a sense that they have already been
down that road of which you consider to venture. Or
that they have thoughtfully evaluated in a matter of
mere minutes all the pros and cons of an action that
could possibly have a multitude of consequences.
Robert Wilks is one such person.
I was doing some browsing at American Horse
Products this holiday season, and I happened to
mention to proprietor Diane Carter that I was the
current President of ETI 357. Her instant reflex was
to tell me that the Club was founded in her living
room, with who else present, but Bob Wilks. She
went on to tell me that it (the founding of ETI357)
would not have occurred without the vision and
tenacity of Bob Wilks.
This December 31st, Bob’s amazing run of service
to the Club and Community as a Board Member of
Saddleback Canyon Riders (ETI357) will come to an
end at 26 years. 26 years! That’s a quarter Century!
That’s an entire generation! Bob has given so much to
me in the way of steady
leadership. I saw his
commitment early on in
my association with the
Club. How he rarely
misses
a
meeting,
how he shows up to
volunteer early to set
up Playdays, town halls,
pancake
breakfasts,
trail
maintenances.
How he donates not only
his time, but finances,
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From the President’s Corner

Memories
equipment such
as
generators,
shelving for the
trailer, space for
storing
grills,
and barrels, and
poles, stalls for
rescue horses….
The list goes on.
I will miss his
leadership
on
the Board, but
knowing him as
I do, I’m sure
he’ll continue to
lend a hand when
needed. If you
should see him
any time soon,
please thank him
for the vision he
had some 26
years ago, and
the heart that beats to carry that vision out.
Almost five years ago, Rick Balthaser as President,
wrote a touching feature “In the Saddle” article for
our newsletter. In light of Bob’s departure from the
Board, I thought it a good idea to reprint that article
for all of you to see what so many of us have seen
for years- that Bob Wilks is a one of a kind member
of our community, and one that we can aspire to
emulate!
James M. Iacono
President
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Local Events News
By Debbie Kelly

O

Farewell to
Equestrian

a friend and fellow

n December 16th, 2017 I lost a dear friend. I
knew Sally for the better part of twenty years.
During that time Sally served on the ETI/357 Board
of Directors and as Area Director for the OC Corrals,
often attending the ETI National board meetings in
Sylmar, Ca.
Sally was an avid horse lover. For the past ten
years she served as a volunteer at Hanaeleh Horse
Rescue, here in Trabuco Canyon. She was very active
in their fundraisers; and after she retired you could
often find Sally at the ranch feeding and tending the
horses. She would have to give up riding but that
did not stop Sally from her 100% commitment to
abandoned, abused, neglected horses, and those at
risk. Also, when Sally could no longer ride she took
to driving a carriage. She learned to “drive” from

her daughter Natalie who lives in Sylmar, and like
all of her passions, Sally embraced carriage driving
and displayed that skill a few years back at the
Laguna Niguel Christmas Parade. The last horse
Sally would own and love was Maggie. Maggie had
been abandoned in a river bed in Riverside. She
was in very poor health and in the care of animal
control there. When Hanaeleh heard of her plight
a couple of volunteers committed to sponsor her
and Hanaeleh was on the move to rescue her. That
day they brought home two horses left in the river
bed, Ulysses and Maggie, whom Sally later adopted.
Maggie passed away a year or so back, and Ulysses
is still loving his life at Hanaeleh. Sally leaves a huge
legacy at Hanaeleh.
I was blessed to visit with Sally just two weeks
before she passed. Her wonderful husband Ben, along
with Sally’s little dog Laila took me to see her at the
hospice home she was staying at. It was a beautiful
facility and Sally spent her last several weeks being
well cared for. While there Laila laid by Sally’s side
and the bond was palpable. It was at the same time
heartwarming and heartbreaking to see.
Sally and I boarded our horses together at
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Sharon Stancato’s for years. There I got to know her
and experience her love of horses and her family.
We would ride together but often just shared stories
(she had lots of stories) and her soft British accent
was a delight to listen to. I will miss that beautiful
voice.
One experience with Sally stands out, and there
were dozens of them. This one however showcases
her love of animals. A few years back Sally called
me about a little dog she had seen running down
Live Oak Canyon Road with his leash dragging from
his collar. She was able to stop and catch the little
guy and take him home. Knowing I had the club’s
microchip reader she called and asked if I could scan
him for a chip. Well, he was not microchipped so I
immediately networked him by sending a photo to
the ETI email list. That photo caught the attention of
three of our members, Patti Gomez, Spike Wilks, and
our beloved Karen Balthaser. The three were taking
a walk around the lake in RSM and they noticed a
photo posted of a missing dog. They recognized the
dog as the same one Sally found and the owners
were contacted. It was indeed their little guy who
had been startled on a walk and broke away from his
owner. How he ended up down here is not known,
but a miracle he survived his adventure. Bless Sally
for having the compassion to rescue him.
Sally Priscilla Wooldridge was born in Lincoln,

England on July 12, 1944. She had two elder sisters,
Rhona and Julie who both passed away some years
ago. Sally and Ben would have celebrated their 54th
wedding anniversary on December 21 of this year. The
family moved to the USA in 1981. Sally had always
loved horses and her childhood home was next to the
Lincoln common and racetrack. She started riding
when her four year old daughter Natalie began riding
lessons. This began a lifetime of sharing their love of
horses together.
Sally is survived by her daughter Natalie, her
son D.J., two grandchildren, Maya and Luke, and her
husband Ben. My heart goes out to all of them.
I am more grateful than I can say for the years
of friendship with Sally. It was that type of friendship
that allowed for gaps, then when we would see each
other or pass on the road, it was if no time had
passed. That type of friendship is to be cherished
and I am honored that she called me friend.
Sally’s service is Saturday, January 6th from 3-5
pm at O’Conner Mortuary in Laguna Hills. In lieu of
flowers donations can be made to Hanaeleh Horse
Rescue in Sally’s name.
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Originally published in the June 2013 Newsletter:

In

the

Saddle with Bob Wilks
Our “PAL” Bob
by

I

Rick Balthaser

interviewed Bob Wilks a couple of months ago,
and I thought writing about him would be really
easy. It wasn’t. As I clumsily searched for words to
describe the man that is a beloved founding member
of our club, a dear friend to many, and a mentor
(although I’ve never told him) to me, I stumbled upon
a quote from a pretty astute guy, Albert Schweitzer,
that I believe sums up Bob pretty well:
“Example is not the main thing in influencing
others, it is the only thing.”
So, with that said (thanks Al!) let me tell you
about Bob. Robert Wilks was born in Tulsa, Oklahoma.
A couple of years later, his family moved to the San
Fernando Valley and then moved back to Tulsa when
Bob was 13. Bob later attended the University of
Tulsa, and while a sophomore, he and a fraternity
brother enlisted in the Marine Corp Reserve. This
is what probably explains the sudden outburst of
“Ooorahhhhh!” when the Corps is mentioned in Bob’s
presence.
Bob married his first wife while in college, and her
family owned a farm, where he was first introduced
to horses. They rode regularly and according to Bob,
“pretty much figured out the whole riding thing as
they went.” Bob and his new bride moved to Southern
California where he earned his real estate license. He
worked as a real estate agent and then manager at
an insurance firm while attending law school at night
to earn his law degree.
Now, fast forward to 1983 … Bob has his own
law practice in Tustin, CA and though his first
marriage ends, there is a pot of gold at the end of
Bob’s rainbow … well … actually more like a beautiful
and amazing golden Spike. Bob courts Spike (how
could she possibly deny those rugged good looks and
undeniable charm?) and they marry. Spike’s brother
Tom and his wife Susie move to Trabuco Canyon to
keep horses, so Bob and Spike purchase a couple
of Quarter mares to keep there as well. Spike
subsequently owns a Polish Arab named Cassina,
and Bob an Appendix Quarter and former race horse
named Black Jack that he fondly recalls as “the horse
that taught me the most about riding.”
In 1991, Tom and a small group of family and
friends form ETI Corral 357 – Saddleback Canyon
Riders. Our club was born! The small but passionate
group of founding members had ambitious objectives
and goals, as well as a guiding mission to ensure
page 

that the Foothill Trabuco Plan that was being finalized
include provisions for keeping horses. The early years
of Corral 357 included identifying trails, asking for
trailhead connections and making sure that Trabuco
Canyon equestrian’s voices were heard in our county
government. These early objectives continue to be
an important part of 357’s DNA today.
During the early years of Saddleback Canyon
Riders, Bob and Spike fell in love with Missouri
Fox Trotters, and with their friends Don and Kathy
Clift they (over the course of a few years) bought
over 65 high quality MFTs in Missouri, which they
transported back and sold in Southern California to
happy customers.
Over the 22 year history of our club, Bob and
Spike have been instrumental in the success of
Saddleback Canyon Riders, with Bob serving two
terms as President, four terms as Treasurer and is
currently serving as our PAL or “Person at Large”.
We’re a pretty fun and casual club, so we use
nicknames like ‘Prez’ and ‘da veep’ and MAL. Bob
changed his MAL title to PAL “because it just has a
nicer and friendlier tone to it” … (in addition to not
meaning ‘bad’ in Spanish!).
Bob is the guy in our club that a lot of our
members go to for solid, thoughtful, level-headed
advice. He is a master of diplomacy mixed with a
sweet personality, a spritz of his own unique sense of
humor and topped off with an ever present, infectious
optimism. He is always thinking of ways to make our
club better, and then he usually goes ahead and gets
it done. Bob is our rock.
Bob is our PAL.
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2 0 1 8 Calendar |
Date

Jan
Feb

Mar
Apr

May

Jun

Jul

Event

Location

Sep

Oct

Nov

Dec

Contact

4

Thursday

Members' Meeting (Equestrian Real Estate)

7:00 pm

M&C's Sports Grille

Jimmy I (714) 612-1789

11

Thursday

Board Meeting

7:00 pm

Janel Meric 32991 Pinnacle Dr.

Janel (949) 375-8391

1

Thursday

Members' Meeting

7:00 pm

M&C's Sports Grille

Jimmy I (714) 612-1789

3

Saturday

Debbie (949) 244-0670

Thursday

10:00 am
7:00 pm
9:00 am

Ferber Ranch

8
17

Saturday

Ferber Ranch Preserve Ride
Board Meeting
Trail Maintenance

O'Neill Park

Kristen (949) 444-1990

1

Thursday

Members' Meeting

7:00 pm

M&C's Sports Grille

Jimmy I (714) 612-1789

7:00 pm
TDB
7:00 pm

M&C's Sports Grille

Heather (949) 702-0137
Jimmy I (714) 612-1789

O'Neill Park

8

Thursday

31

Saturday

5

Thursday

Board Meeting
Full Moon
Members' Meeting

7

Saturday

Trail Maintenance

9:00 am

12

Thursday

Board Meeting

7:00 pm

16

Saturday

Horse/Horsemanship Clinic

8:00 am

TBD

Sue (949) 858-8001

29

Sunday

Ferber Ranch Preserve Ride

8:30 am

Ferber Ranch

Debbie (949) 244-0670

3

Thursday

Members' Meeting

7:00 pm

M&C's Sports Grille

Jimmy I (714) 612-1789

7

Saturday

Playday

8:30 am

O'Neill Park arena

10

Thursday

Board Meeting

7:00 pm

2

Saturday

Imperial Beach Ride

7

Thursday

Members' Meeting

7:00 pm

M&C's Sports Grille

9

Saturday

Trail Maintenance

8:00 am

O'Neill Park

14

Thursday

Board Meeting

7:00 pm

30

Saturday

Ferber Ranch Preserve Ride

10:00 am

Debbie (949) 244-0670

4 Wednesday July 4th Parade

Aug

E T I Corral 3 5 7

12

Thursday

Board Meeting

21

Saturday

Medieval Times

2

Thursday

Members' Meeting

8:30 am

Jimmy I (714) 612-1789

Ferber Ranch

Debbie (949) 244-0670

Trabuco Canyon, Ca.

Jimmy I/Patti (949-) 888-1604

7:00 pm
6:00 or 8:15 PMMedieval Times
7:00 pm

Debbie (949) 244-0670

M&C's Sports Grille

Jimmy I (714) 612-1789

3

Friday

Pancake Fund Raiser - Setup

5:30 pm

Rancho Santa Margarita

Kristen (949) 444-1990

4

Saturday

Pancake Fund Raiser

5:30 am

Rancho Santa Margarita

Kristen (949) 444-1990

Board Meeting

7:00 pm

9

Thursday

26

Sunday

6

Ferber Ranch Preserve Ride

9:00 am

Ferber Ranch

Debbie (949) 244-0670

Thursday

Members' Meeting

7:00 pm

M&C's Sports Grille

Jimmy I (714) 612-1789

13

Thursday

Board Meeting

7:00 pm

15

Saturday

Inner-Coastal/Watershed CleanUp

8:00 am

29

Saturday

Gene Autry Western Heritage Museum

4

Thursday

Members' Meeting and Nominations

6

Saturday

Acorn Day

11

Thursday

Board Meeting

7:00 pm

13

Saturday

Trail Maintenance

20

Saturday

Ferber Ranch Preserve Ride

1

Thursday

3
8

Trabuco Creek Bridge

Rich & Patti (949) 888-1604
Debbie (949) 244-0670

M&C's Sports Grille

Jimmy I (714) 612-1789

O'Neill Park

Debbie (949) 244-0670

8:00 am

O'Neill Park

Debbie (949) 244-0670

9:00 am

Ferber Ranch

Debbie (949) 244-0670

Members' Meeting and Elections

7:00 pm

M&C's Sports Grille

Jimmy I (714) 612-1789

Saturday

Trail Maintenance

9:00 am

O'Neill Park

Thursday

Board Meeting

7:00 pm

NEED VOLUNTEERS

7:00 pm
10:00-3:00

18

Sunday

Ferber Ranch Preserve Ride

10:00 am

13

Thursday

Board Meeting

7:00 pm

15

Saturday

Christmas Party / Dance

5:30 pm

Ferber Ranch

Debbie (949) 244-0670

Cirlce S Ranch

Jimmy I (714) 612-1789

www.saddlebackcanyonriders.com
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Premium quality feeds for every budget.
www.CanyonFeed.net

Professional Courteous Service. Delivery to Home or Stable.
Monday:
Tuesday:

Rancho Carillo, Ortega, Sycamore, San Juan Capistrano, Nellie Gail, Laguna, Mission Viejo
Coto, Santiago, Modjeska, Silverado, Carbondale, Peacock Equestrian, Orange, Yorba Linda
Wednesday: Trabuco Canyon, Lake Forest, Serrano
Thursday: Rancho Carillo, Ortega, San Juan Capistrano, Nellie Gail, Laguna
Friday:
Coto de Caza

30555 Trabuco Canyon Road, Suite 100
Trabuco Canyon, CA 92679

949-766-2825
Monday - Saturday 9-5
Love the feed store?
Follow us on Facebook to bring us
everywhere with you!!
Tips For a Safe & Successful Delivery

* Keep your hay elevated & ventilated. Storing your hay on pallets will help keep your hay from getting wet or moldy
* Keep your hay/feed room as clean as possible. When your hay runs low it’s a great time to move your pallets and
sweep out bits of hay or feed that have (or could) become mouse & rodent housing. Remember that rodents are a
tasty treat to snakes!
* Keep your strings under open hay bales so they can be re-tied up and moved when your new hay is delivered.
* Remember to thank your delivery driver
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2018 Board of Directors

Saddleback Canyon Riders | ETI Corral 357

President			
James Iacono		
714-612-1789 		
Vice-President			
Kristen Holden		
949-444-1990		
Secretary			
Janel Meric					
Treasurer			
Vicki Iacono		
949-285-5975		
Membership			
Sue Seroski		
949-459-7153		
Scribe/Newsletter Editor		
Renate Soderstrom
831-359-1079		
Trail Boss			
Debbie Kelly		
949-713-6133		
Activity Director			
Crystal Hansen		
949-207-8921		
Sergeant-at-Arms			
Patti Gomez
Social Media Coordinator		
Crystal Hansen		
949-207-8921		
Emergency Response Team Coordinator						
& Webmaster			
Rich Gomez		
714-504-7001		
Other Contacts:
O’Neill Regional Park		
ETI National Office		
OCFA Station #18(captains)

Steve Aleshire		
Debbie Foster		
Greg/Dennis/Nate

949-923-2259		
818-362-6819		
949-858-9369

jiacono@fontissolutions.com
kristen3091@gmail.com
janelmeric@yahoo.com
zoegal@hughes.net
sseroski@yahoo.com
renate.soderstrom@gmail.com
debbiekelly57@yahoo.com
crystalghansen@me.com
crystalghansen@me.com
pattianngomez@aol.com
rtgomez@aol.com
steve.aleshire@ocparks.com
eti@linkline.com

Treasurer’s Report
By Vicki Iacono

FINANCIAL REPORT FOR PERIOD ENDING: Nov 30, 2017

EXPENSES:
Ck#
Source:		
2117
USPS		
2118
Gomez		
2115
ETI		
2119
D. Kelly		
2120
J. Iacono		
2121
J. Iacono		

Ending Balance (BofA) 			

$9,506.47

DEPOSITS: Deposits Made After Closing:
Sub-Total for beginning Balance + Deposits

$0.00
9,506.47

Reason:			
annual box rental fee
board dinner		
Dues			
Xmas Party		
Xmas Party		
board dinner		

Amount:
$142.00 (October)
$50.00 (October)
$50.00
$49.00
$339.03
$50.00

Total expenses paid & unpaid this period:				

($523.03)

Funds on hand after Expenses paid & unpaid checks this period:
Petty Cash on Hand (included in nbalance)				
Corral FUNDS On Hand						

9,314.47
$400.00
$9,314.47

Note from the Editor
Renate Soderstrom

See and print our Emergency Evacuation Plan here:
http://www.saddlebackcanyonriders.com/our-mission/
emergency-preparedness.aspx
Deadline for February 2018 Newsletter is January 25th!!!
send articles and photos to: renate.soderstrom@gmail.com
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www.saddlebackcanyonriders.com

The Saddleback Canyon Riders are ETI Corral 357

Established in 1991, we are one of the largest ETI corrals in California
with members from South Orange County and points beyond. We are a
family-friendly equestrian group based in Trabuco Canyon at the foot of
the majestic Saddleback Mountains. Our Corral is committed to supporting and helping maintain O’Neill Regional Park and other local riding trails.

ETI: Equestrian Trails, Incorporated

is a family oriented riding club established as a nonprofit corporation in 1944 with the Charter to be "Dedicated to the Acquisition and Preservation of Trails, Good Horsemanship, and Equine Legislation."
With its combined membership, ETI has successfully worked to keep our trails open and add
more equestrian facilities. The more members we have backing equine legislation and trail preservation, the more likely the State, County and City Officials will be to comply with our needs.

Saddleback Canyon Riders
ETI Corral 357
PO Box 1026
Trabuco Canyon, CA 92678
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