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Reminds Me of a Story... From the President’s Corner
By James M. Iacono

“Saya-Niño”

S

o we are in the month of May. I think it’s time
to say goodbye to El Niño… or I should re-word
that to “say goodbye to the THREAT of El Nino.” I was
looking
around
my property this
past
weekend,
eyeing the dozens
of sandbags so
strategically placed
last November that
are now feeling
the harsh effects
of sun damage,
and the atrophy
that comes from
idleness. They are
starting to leak
gravel granules creating a bit of a
mess, instead of
preventing a mess,
their
original
intent. I looked
at the long straw cylinders (waddle) that I took pride
in finding and positioning so carefully to direct the
rivers of water that I needed to circumvent my pool,
encouraging those rivers to forge their way toward
drains on either side. I could say, “Better safe than
sorry,” and dismiss my efforts as my Italian heritage
would have me say, “Que sera, sera.”
But I was here for the last two El Niños, since 1997,
and I have to say, I am glad to not be subjected to the
stress of wondering how the unbridled flow from the


Santa Ana Mountains would affect my property. I am
happy to not be waking up in the middle of the night,
clearing drains of debris, sweeping gutters with a
gloved hand on a
teetering ladder
all the while
being pummeled
in steady sheets
of rain. So I guess
I have mixed
emotions, as I
know we need
the water, and I
was ready for it.
But I need not
dwell on what
did not occur.
The
calendar
pages turn, and
we enter another
season. So it’s
time cowgirls and
cowboys to ready
yourselves for the sizzle of summer. Make sure you
have fly spray on hand, weigh the value of spreading
monthly predators (I have mixed emotions on those
too!), drag hard compacted arena surfaces, tune up
your water cup systems, remember to use sunscreen,
get a good pair of sunglasses (Canyon Feed has some
great protective wraparound Ryders) make sure your
horses will have access to shade, and check that your
fly sheets and fly masks are all usable.
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SILVER HORSE FARMS
English Riding Program

Beginners to advanced Hunters, Jumpers, Equitation
Riding Lessons:
At Rancho Silverado Stables
(soon to be remodeled)
27271 Silverado Canyon
Silverado, CA 92676

Advanced, Intermediate and beginner lessons.
Private and group.
1 x week -= $240/mo
2 x week = $480/mo
3 x week + $660/mo
Ride-ins welcome (call for pricing).
Call for lesson times and scheduling.
Tracy Byer
Owner/Instructor

(949)229-3979
tracy.silverhorsehorsefarms@gmail.com

(...”Saya-Niño” continued from page 1)

The point is we who choose this rural lifestyle
have more responsibilities than our city and suburban
counterparts. John Wooden often said, “Failing to
prepare is preparing to fail.” So I put in some effort
in that did not pay off this year. But peace of mind, I
have found, is half the battle out here. And I will have
to remember that as I clear and stack up the sandbags
that are salvageable for next year.
The days are starting to be longer. This means that a
ride after work is possible. I enjoy riding at dusk. If you
do, make sure you have your impact leg flashers (also
available at Canyon Feed). Warm up your horse as you
always would. Wear all of your necessary protective
gear. I spoke with an emergency room doctor recently,


and he said that they notice as the days get longer, the
busier the ER is with outdoor accident injuries.
So be prepared, know your next season, and ride
with caution. And in a few months, we will all turn
the calendar page to the fall, getting blankets and the
like out of storage, and scheduling our rides within the
confines of shorter days. Country living is closer to the
heartbeat of our Earth. It’s not always predictable, but
the “beat” goes on.
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Trail Boss Report
By Debbie Kelly

There is no such thing.....

I

t has been said that “There is no such thing as a bad ride. Some are just better than others”. That is true
unless someone gets hurt or say there is a runaway horse. Nothing like that happened on the April 23rd
Ferber Ranch ride, although one rider did involuntarily dismount. She was not injured and got right back in the
saddle. Seems her horse got a little startled, something he had not done before. I would not qualify that as a bad
ride.
We had about eighteen riders and rode one and a half hours. We did the loop twice and I was told that
equaled three miles. The foliage was beautiful and so much green. We hope you enjoy the photos of the ride
that day. Thanks to Dave Seroski and Jimmy Iacono for their contribution. The next ETI led ride on the preserve
is Saturday, June 25th. Watch for more details as we get closer to that date.
Debbie Kelly
Trail Boss
ETI Corral 357
Saddleback Canyon Riders
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James M. Iacono

It’s Kentucky Derby time again
(first published in 2014)

E

very year since 1875 America has celebrated
the speed and grace of the thoroughbred horse
by gathering the best 3 year olds at Churchill Downs in
Louisville Kentucky for the “Run for the Roses” aka the
Kentucky Derby. Since this edition should be printed
before the first Saturday of this May, I thought I would
share some historical facts regarding the race so that
perhaps if you tune in to NBC on that day about 3:00
pm you will have a sense of the rich tradition which has
played out for almost 140 consecutive years.
That first year, Aristides under jockey Oliver Lewis,
beat 8 other colts to be the inaugural winner of the
Kentucky Derby, conceived by Meriwether Lewis Clark,
the grandson of William Clark from the famous Lewis
and Clark expeditions. Then it was run at 1½ miles,
the same distance as the Epsom Derby in England. It
was changed to its current length of 1¼ miles in 1896.
The race is often referred to as the Run for the Roses
because of the blanket of roses adorning the winner
in the Winners Circle each year. It is also the first jewel
of the elusive Triple Crown. The other two jewels are
the Preakness Stakes at Pimlico in Maryland, and the
Belmont Stakes in New York. Twelve horses have won
the Triple Crown, the first being Sir Barton in 1919, and
the last being American Pharoah last year, ending a 37
year drought with no Triple Crown winner.
Three fillies have beaten the boys, the first being
Regret in 1915, then Genuine Risk in 1980, and finally
Winning Colors in 1988. Secretariat (featured in photo)
in 1973 was clocked the fastest in the race at 1:59 2/5.
Only one other winner has broken 2 minutes and that
is Monarchos in 2001. The longest shot to win was
Donnerail in 1913 at 91 to 1. Two jockeys have won the
race 5 times - Eddie Arcaro and Bill Hartack. One trainer,
Ben Jones, has won 6 times. One breeder, Calumet
Farms in Lexington Kentucky, has won 8 times. Bob
Baffert, the most accomplished contemporary trainer
has won four times, and has a horse again running this
year.
“My Old Kentucky Home” has been played to greet


the horses on the track since 1921. It was written by
Stephen Foster. The mint julep is the official drink of
the Kentucky Derby. Women bring out their fanciest
headwear on the day of the race. The day before the
Kentucky Derby is known as “Louisville’s Day.” The
city recognizes the day as a city-wide holiday, as the
running of the Kentucky Oaks, featuring the best 3 year
old fillies, is run.
I have seen every Kentucky Derby since 1971, the
year that Cannonero , a little known import from South
America won. My favorite winner was Affirmed. I was
the same age as his jockey, Steve Cauthen that year.
I imagined what it would be like to be astride that
wonderful beast, which ran as if he dared you to go
by him, only to deny all comers, especially Alydar, who
finished 2nd in all 3 Triple Crown races. I have attended
3 Kentucky Derbys in person, experiences I shall cherish
all my days on this Earth.
Don’t miss out on an opportunity
Saturday, May 7th, to see the “most
exciting two minutes in sports.” If
you are looking for someone with
whom to share the experience, drop
by the Iacono’s abode at 2 p.m. this
Saturday!
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Submitted by Richard Gomez

A cowboy through and through: O.C. legend
Rusty Richards joining Clint Eastwood, John
Wayne in Cowboy Hall of Fame

Source: Orange County Register April 12, 2016
http://m.ocregister.com/articles/cowboy-711657-richards-hall.html

T

he Cowboy Hall of Fame in Oklahoma City boasts
names such as Clint Eastwood, John Wayne and
Maureen O’Hara.
On Saturday, it will add Rusty Richards, a local
cowboy raised in Modjeska Canyon.
Richards, 82, is a local legend known as a “real
cowboy.” There is even a Rusty Richards Day in
Modjeska Canyon.
By 13, Richards knew how to ride, rope and hold
his own on the foothills near Saddleback. He used
his talent to earn some extra money by herding wild
cattle for local ranchers. He eventually left to join the
Marines.
Richards is also a popular western singer and at 16,
he started on his own 15-minute television program,
“Song Trails with Rusty Richards.”
Richards spent time acting and doing stunt-work in
Hollywood for shows including “Gunsmoke,” “Bonanza”
Saddleback Canyon Riders - ETI Corral 357

and “How the West Was Won.” His collection of rodeo
buckles includes the last “Ben Johnson saddle,” named
for the actor and rodeo champion. His more than 20year music career includes work yodeling with the
Sons of the Pioneers – a musical group already in the
Cowboy Hall of Fame.
Tommy Lee Jones and Wynonna Judd are scheduled
to present Richard’s award at the National Cowboy &
Western Heritage Museum, which houses the Cowboy
Hall of Fame.
Richards is receiving the Chester A. Reynolds
Award, which honors a living honoree or group that
perpetuates the legacy of the American West through
ranching and cowboy work.
He will receive a “Wrangler,” a bronze sculpture of
a cowboy on horseback and his name in the Cowboy
Hall of Fame.
May 2016
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Submitted by Renate Soderstrom

Sunday Shows at the W.K. Kellogg Arabian
Horse Center
Source: www.wkkelloggarabianhorsecenter.com
(with photos by Renate Soderstrom)

Sunday exhibitions of the beautiful Arabian horse
were started by W.K. Kellogg in 1926, and the W.K.
Kellogg Arabian Horse Center is privileged to carry on
this Southern California tradition. The purpose of the
Sunday Shows has always been to promote interest
in the Arabian breed and to educate the horse loving
public to the versatility, beauty, and intelligence of
these animals. Weather permitting, shows are held
the first Sunday of each month during the school year,
October through May, in a specially designed arena
with covered stands.
The horses in the Sunday Shows are presented in
many disciplines, such as Native Costume, under
both English and Western tack, in Ladies Side Saddle,

and as a drill team. English type horses are
presented as Hunter Pleasure horses, Saddle
Seat horses, and over fences. Western type
horses are displayed both as Pleasure horses
and as an intelligent and agile trail horse. A
four-horse quadrille routine is performed by
the Arabian Mounted Drill Team. A trick horse
act is always a crowd favorite. During the spring
months our newest additions are featured in
a Mare and Foal Act. Training and handling
are accomplished entirely by the W.K. Kellogg
Arabian Horse Center’s students and staff, and
the show program is designed to demonstrate
the versatility and fine qualities of the Arabian
breed.
Photos are from the May 1st show.
For more information, visit their website:
http://www.wkkelloggarabianhorsecenter.
com/sunday-shows
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Premium quality feeds for every budget.
www.CanyonFeed.net

Monday:
Tuesday:
Wednesday:
Thursday:

Professional Courteous Service.
Delivery to Home or Stable.

Rancho Carillo, Ortega, Sycamore, San Juan Capistrano, Nellie Gail, Laguna, Mission Viejo
Coto, Santiago, Modjeska, Silverado, Carbondale, Peacock Equestrian, Orange, Yorba Linda
Trabuco Canyon, Lake Forest, Serrano
Coto de Caza, Rancho Carillo, Ortega, San Juan Capistrano, Nellie Gail, Laguna

30555 Trabuco Canyon Road, Suite 100
Trabuco Canyon, CA 92679

949-766-2825
Monday - Saturday 9-5
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Love the feed store?
Follow us on Facebook to bring us
everywhere with you”
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Saddleback Canyon Riders Upcoming Events
Date

Event

Time

Location

Contact

M AY M E M B E R S M E E T I N G
Topic:			

May

Guest Speaker:

Equine Dentistry
Greg Bruce

Greg refers to himself as a Equine Tooth Farrier. He was raised on a horse
ranch in Alberta Canada where he was introduced to equine dental care at a very
young age . At l2 years of age he worked for local vets floating teeth.
He has studied and has also taught at the American School of Equine Dentistry. His training and lectures encompasses both basic and advanced equine dental care. He works under the supervision of veterinarians and his client base covers a large geographic area that includes parts of Southern California,
Northern California, and Canada.
He lectures to groups interested in equine dental health including the California Mounted Officers Association and the California Veterinarians Technicians Associations. He will provide E.T.I with a Power
Point presentation at the May Members Meeting.
This is will be a very informative and educational lecture for all.

Wednesday, May 4 | Dinner at 7:00 | Meeting starts at 7:30
Mi Casa Mexican Restaurant, 22322 El Paseo, Rancho Santa Margarita
For information, contact: James (949) 459-7742

Members' Meeting
Trail Maintenance
Board Meeting
Modjeska House/BBQ
Month End Ride on Ferber
25 Saturday
Ranch Preserve
Thursday
Saturday
Thursday
Saturday

Jimmy I (714) 612-1789

10:30 am Caspers

Jimmy I (714) 612-1789

all day Caspers
Jimmy I (714) 612-1789
7:30 am O'Neill Park Ranger Station Jimmy I (714) 612-1789
7:00 pm
8:00 am
7:00 pm
10:00 am

TBA
O'Neill Park
TBA
Meet at Cook's
O'Neill Park staging for
10:30 AM
Ferber Ranch

Jimmy I (714) 612-1789
Rich & Patti (949) 888-1604
Mary & Sue (949) 858-8001
Debbie (949) 244-0670

July

2
4
9
11

7:00 pm TBA

4
14
16
26
30

July 4th Parade & BBQ
Board Meeting
Giracci & Cowboy Wineries
Park Meeting
Month End Poker Ride

8:30 am
7:00 pm
Noon
7:30 am
8:30 am

Trabuco Canyon, Ca.
TBA
at winery
O'Neill Park Ranger Station
O'Neill Park arena

August

June

12 Thursday Board Meeting
Month End Event - Ride at
21 Saturday
Casper's
20-22 Fri - Sun Casper's Campout
31 Tuesday Park Meeting

4 Thursday Members' Meeting
5 Friday Fund Raiser - Setup
6 Saturday Pancake Fund Raiser
11 Thursday Board Meeting
Gene Autry Western
13 Saturday
Heritage Museum
Month End Ride on Ferber
27 Saturday
Ranch Preserve

7:00 pm
5:30 pm
5:30 am
7:00 pm

Mi Casa
Rancho Santa Margarita
Rancho Santa Margarita
TBA

Monday
Thursday
Saturday
Tuesday
Saturday

8:30 am Meet at CVS parking lot
9:00 am

Saddleback Canyon Riders - ETI Corral 357

O'Neill Park staging for
Ferber Ranch
May 2016

Jimmy I/Patti (949-) 888-1604
Mary & Sue (949) 858-8001
Jimmy I (714) 612-1789
Debbie (949) 244-0670
Jimmy I (714) 612-1789
Kristen (949) 444-1990
Kristen (949) 444-1990
Mary & Sue (949) 858-8001
Debbie (949) 244-0670
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Casper’s Ride and Campout
May 20-22
		
		
		
		
		
		

For more information, Contact:
James Iacono
714-612-1789
jiacono@fontissolutions.com

President
Saddleback Canyon Riders

Treasurer’s Report
By Vicki Iacono

FINANCIAL REPORT FOR PERIOD ENDING: March 31, 2016
Ending Bank Balance (Bank of America)						
DEPOSITS: Deposits Made After Closing: March: 						
Sub-Total for beginning Balance + Deposits								
EXPENSES:
Ck#		
Source:		
2076 R Soderstrom		
2079		
ETI		
2082		
J Iacono

Reason:			
postage			
membership		
speaker dinner		

$0.00
$8,884.68

Amount:
$ 68.60
$ 96.00
$ 40.00

Total expenses paid in – March 2016									
UNPAID CHECKS ISSUED IN THIS PERIOD:
Ck#		
Source:		
Reason:			
2080		
ETI		
annual insurance
2081		
ETI		
membership		

$9,089.28

($240.60)

Amount:
$441.00
$45.00

Total Outstanding Checks March 31, 2016 - i.e. Spending: 						

($486.00)

Funds on hand in checking as of
03-31-2016							
Petty Cash on Hand as of		
03-31-2016							
Corral FUNDS On Hand as of		
03-31-2016							
SUBTOTAL CORRAL FUNDS:
Less Reserves: ERT as of 03-31-2016
$(476.73)

$8,398.60
$400.00
$8,798.60

Total Corral Funds Committed To Reserve:				
$(476.73)
NET Funds on Hand in Checking, Petty Cash to credit of: Corral 357					
10
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2015 Board of Directors

President			
James Iacono		
Vice-President			
Bob Wilks		
Secretary			
Patti Gomez		
Treasurer			
Vicki Iacono		
Membership			
Kristen Holden		
Scribe/Newsletter Editor
Renate Soderstrom
Trail Boss			
Debbie Kelly		
Activity Director		
Sue Marucci		
Activity Director		
Mary Grbic		
Sergeant-at-Arms		
Mike Brenhaug
Social Media Coordinator
Crystal Hansen
Emergency Response Team Coordinator
& Webmaster			
Rich Gomez		
Emergency Response Team Communications
& Person-at-Large		
Dave Seroski		
Other Contacts:
O’Neill Regional Park		
ETI National Office		
OCFA Station #18(captains)

Steve Aleshire		
Debbie Foster		
Greg/Dennis/Nate

714-612-1789 		
714-608-1881		
714-335-3123		
949-285-5975		
949-444-1990		
831-359-1079		
949-244-0670		
949-858-8001		
949-521-3713		

jiacono@fontissolutions.com
robert-a-wilks@cox.net
pattianngomez@aol.com
zoegal@hughes.net
kristen3091@gmail.com
renate.soderstrom@gmail.com
debbiekelly57@yahoo.com
smarucci@ymail.com
mary.grbic@cox.net

714-504-7001		

rtgomez@aol.com

949-533-7153		

DSeroski@cox.net

949-923-2259		
818-362-6819		
949-858-9369		

steve.aleshire@ocparks.com
eti@linkline.com
greghosburg@ocfa.org

Note from the Editor
By Renate Soderstrom

Like Us! Follow Us! Join the Club!

ADVERTISING RATES:

Please submit articles
and photos for the
June newsletter by
May 19!!!
Saddleback Canyon Riders - ETI Corral 357

Ad Size
Full Page
Half Page
1/4 Page
1/8 Page

Member
$45.00		
$30.00		
$15.00		
$5.00		

Contact:
		
		
		

Renate Soderstrom
Newsletter Editor/Scribe
831-359-1079
renate.soderstrom@gmail.com

May 2016

Non-Member
$75.00
$50.00
$25.00
$10.00
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The Saddleback Canyon Riders are ETI Corral 357

Established in 1991, we are one of the largest ETI corrals in California with
members from South Orange County and points beyond. We are a familyfriendly equestrian group based in Trabuco Canyon at the foot of the majestic Saddleback Mountains. Our Corral is committed to supporting and helping
maintain O’Neill Regional Park and other local riding trails.

ETI: Equestrian Trails, Incorporated is a family oriented riding club established as a
nonprofit corporation in 1944 with the Charter to be "Dedicated to the Acquisition and Preservation
of Trails, Good Horsemanship, and Equine Legislation."

With its combined membership, ETI has successfully worked to keep our trails open and add more
equestrian facilities. The more members we have backing equine legislation and trail preservation,
the more likely the State, County and City Officials will be to comply with our needs.

Saddleback Canyon Riders

ETI Corral 357
PO Box 1026
Trabuco Canyon, CA 92678
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