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Rick’s Ramblin’s 
By Rick Balthaser

Robby, Kristina and Savannah Stuckey, Pam and 
Sydney Ragland, Kristen Holden, Debbie Kelly, Dave 
Seroski, Rick and Karen Balthaser and Jimmy I. We 
would also like to thank the 4th of July Parade Com-
mittee for putting on another wonderful parade for 
the community.  

And, on a very special note, our esteemed Vice 
President, Rich Gomez along with Gloria Sefton, 
were awarded (Continued on page 2) 

There is an ancient Mayan proverb: Nya b’a’n tu’n 
tchub’ key toj b’e, ku’n nlay ch’iyl twey. Translated 
into English it means: ‘It’s not good that you sit on the 
road because you will no longer grow’. 

The theme for this year’s 4th of July Parade was 
‘Party Like a Mayan’, and although this was a bit of 
a challenging theme for a horse club that is more 
comfortable with ‘traditional’ star-spangled horse-

rump bunting 
than turquoise 
Macaw feather 
headdresses, we 
all pulled to-
gether, and defi-
nitely did NOT 
just ‘sit on the 
road’. Instead, 
we embraced 
and channeled 

our ‘inner-Mayans’, rose to the occasion like true Ma-
yan warriors and put on a show that earned us both 
the Grand Sweepstakes Trophy as well as the First 
Place Trophy for Best Equestrian Entry.

Our twenty participants looked fantastic in an eclec-
tic mix of feathers, jungle-leaf head bands, wristlets 
and anklets (on both humans and horses), exotic 
flower garlands, tribal face paint and some good ole’ 
stars and stripes just for a little extry’ measure. 

We would like to thank our ‘Events-Coordinator-
Extraordinaire’ Jimmy I. for organizing yet another 
award winning event!  And of course BIG THANKS to 
our Members that participated: Rich and Patti Gomez, 
Tracy, husband , Amanda and Carrie Tuttle (and 
friends), Terry Roberts (Welcome to the club Terry!), 

JULY 4th, TRABUCO CANYON PARADE

Corral News
Saddleback  Canyon R iders  ET I  357

July 2012                  Volume 19, Issue 7



  2 

Rick’s Ramblin’s 
(Continued)

the Trabuco Canyon Community 
award for their work with the 
Saddleback Canyon’s Conservan-
cy, whose primary goal is to main-
tain the rural lifestyle that we all 
enjoy here in Trabuco Canyon.

I would like to wrap this up with 
another profound ancient Mayan 
proverb: Nya b’a’n tu’n tjax tk’on 
chi’l toj twiy, ku’n b’e’x ch’ajila 
tu’n tx’yan.

Translated it means: ‘It is not 
wise to put a basket on your 
head, as you will be eaten by a 
dog’.

Sure, good solid advice from an 
ancient civilization, but let’s face 
it, the Mayans may not have had 
EVERYTHING all figured out.

Hope to see ya’ on the trails!
Rick Balthaser
Prez
RBalthaser@aol.com
Cell: 949 439-2414
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Date Event Time Location Contact
July 4 Wednes-

day
 July 4th Parade   8:30AM Trabuco Canyon, Ca. Jim      (949) 459-7742

12 Thursday Board Meeting   7:00 PM TBA Karen (714) 458-7772
21 Saturday Movie Night  7:00 PM Gomez round pen Rick   (949) 439-2414
28 Saturday Month End Ride 9:00AM O’Neill Park T.C. Jim S   (949) 677-5200

Aug. 2 Thursday Members Meeting  7:00PM Friends Karen (714) 458-7772
4 Saturday Pancake Fund 

Raiser
5:30AM Rancho Santa Mar-

garita
Debbie (949)244-0670

9 Thursday Board Meeting 7:00PM TBA Karen (714) 458-7772
11 Saturday Trail Maintenance 9:00AM  O’Neill Park T.C. Jim S  (949) 677-5200
    
31-2

Fri.-Sun. Camp Out/Month 
End Ride

TBA O’Neill Park T.C. Jim      (949) 459-7742

1-Sep Saturday Movie Night Dusk Equestrian Camp 
Site

Rick   (949) 439-2414

Sept. 6 Thursday Members Meeting  7:00PM Gomez Round Pen Karen (714) 458-7772
13 Thursday Board Meeting 7:00PM TBA Karen (714) 458-7772
29 Saturday  Charity Ride  9:00AM O’Neill Park T.C. Jim S  (949) 677-5200

Corral Calendar 

Participate and Win (PAW) 
Saddleback Canyon Rider’s Contest

Because, we want to REWARD and RECOGNIZE our Members for their participation, 
dedication and support of our great club!

OFFICIAL Git-R-Done! RULES:
Who is eligible? :Members of ETI 357 – Saddleback Canyon Riders that are in good standing!
(Note: Board Members of ETI 357 are not eligible for this contest)
How does it work? When you attend any ETI 357 - Saddleback Canyon Rider’s Event in any capacity, 

whether it’s as a participant, a volunteer, or even a spectator you get a POINT for your participation. Just sign 
in at the event and your point will be recorded!

These will include ALL of our GREAT sanctioned and even non-sanctioned club-related events: Members 
Meetings, Month End Trail Rides, Trail Maintenance Days, Play Days, Parades, Santa Clarita Cowboy Festival 
‘Field Trip’, Camping Trips, Special Events, Volunteer Events like Equifest, ETI 357 Clinics, etc!
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New Rose Canyon  Park Entrance  
By James M. Iacono

Hello all... We just wanted to 
make an announcement to the 
entire club (and friends) that this 
past week the Rose Canyon gate 

to O’Neill Park officially opened!  This is a great safety 
measure that allows people coming from Trabuco Creek 
Road or Rose Canyon Road to enter the park immedi-
ately as opposed to navigating the shoulder of Live Oak 
Canyon Road for 100 or so yards before hitting the arena 
entrance.  We are excited about getting this through 
the County and Park bureaucracies. Thanks to all in the 
Club who made this happen, especially Dave Seroski’s, 
who had the initial idea, and the persistence to keep 
it alive.  We will have some additional signage coming 
soon warning drivers that a horse crossing is approach-
ing.  Attatched is a photo of a Playday participant enter-
ing this last Saturday.  Look how calm the mare appears, 
having not had to battle Saturday morning traffic along 
the road!

 Thanks again to all who threw in their hat to make this 
happen.  Also, thank Park Ranger Lorrie with an e-mail or 
the next time you see her.  Her e-mail is lorrie.zuczek@

ocparks.com. All of this is just another example of what 
ETI does in the community!

 Jimmy I
ETI 357 Activities Coordinator
 Rick Balthaser
ETI 357 President

Parade Pictures (Continued) 
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ERT Report 
By By Debbie Kelly

July’s task (#7) should be easy for any 
responsible horse owner. In this article 
you will find some helpful items to in-
clude in your horse first aid kit. You likely 

have one already, so this can serve as a reminder to go through 
it for missing or outdated items; as well as add to it based 
on your personal equine needs. Keep in mind that the items 
below are ideas to help you; you may want to consult with 
your veterinarian or additional resources available online.  An 
equine first aid kit is critical in emergencies but is also an invalu-
able aid for everyday minor wounds and injuries. Whenever 
possible a vet should be consulted when your horse becomes 
ill or injured.  Here are some basic items to have easily available 
in your kit.

1. Thermometer - for monitoring fever.
2. Stethoscope (for heart rate and respiration)
3. Sharp scissors
4. Wire cutters (in case he gets caught in a wire fence)
5. Latex or non-latex gloves 
6. Sterile bandages in various sizes
7. Leg bandages and vet wrap
8. Cotton wrap
9. Adhesive tape
10. Antibacterial soap, Betadine, and peroxide

11. Triple antibiotic ointment
12. Epsom salt for soaking
13. Witch Hazel to help with itchy skin
14. Phenybutazone (Bute)
15. Banamine (syringe and needles if using injectable 

medications)
16. Hypodermic Syringe without needle do debride 

wounds
17. Sterile saline solution for cleaning wounds (contact 

lens solution works)
18. A flashlight
Include in your kit your vet’s phone number, a guide to emer-

gency horse care, a bucket for water, and clean rags. Be sure to 
store all items in an enclosed container. 

If you suspect your horse is experiencing colic or tying up, 
try to take his vitals before you call your vet or while you are 
waiting for a return call. This will help your vet determine if an 
emergency visit is required.  Talk to your vet in advance about 
the best way to identify and treat colic in its early stages.  

Resource:  www.greenhorn-horse-facts.com . You can obtain 
additional information on horse first aid too. 

Suggestion for building your kit: American Horse Products in 
San Juan Capistrano. You can find everything you need to build 
a comprehensive horse first aid kit.

Ad Size Member Non-Member

Full Page $45 $75
Half Page $30 $50
1/4 Page $15 $25
 1/8 Page $5 10

Your Ad Here! 

If you would like to advertise in our newsletter, con-
tact our Scribe, Don Segien, Via email at SDSegien@
mac.com.
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Summer Fun  
By James M. Iacono

As the sprouts of the spring na-
tivity turn to lazy limbs that bow 
to the warmth of a more fervent 
sun, the Saddleback Canyon Rid-

ers welcomed the new summer season with a Playday 
that brought together a cornucopia of competitors.  
The players ranged from ages 6 to 60, and they did 
not disappoint the spectators that came out for some 
spirited competition. Five events challenged both 
horse and rider to reach deep into their sack of skills 
to battle the stopwatch, while trying to maintain their 
poise under noise.  Sixteen competitors in all vied 
for the silver horse mantelpiece that was awarded to 
the High Point Winner.  When the dust had settled 
back in its well-groomed place (thanks Dave Seroski!), 
Brittany Hipp “replaced” some former champions in 
attendance (Patty Gretzler, Jamie Schicht, and Jimmy 
I to name a few) as the High Point Winner.  Con-
gratulations Brittany!  Brittany took top honors in 4 
of 5 events on her way to a 46 point total.  Amanda 

Vernola put in a strong effort in the Junior Division, 
capturing 3 Blue Ribbons and a 44 point total.  Way to 
go Amanda!

The day marked the opening of the Rose Canyon 
gate into the park, and several riders took advantage 
of the new trail blazed by ETI volunteers two weeks 
earlier.  Thanks to those who are making a safer 
entrance and exit for events like these for years to 
come!

A western barbecue lunch was served to a hearty 
group of 50 riders, family members, and friends of 
the community, and the ribbon ceremony was capped 
off with a wonderful marble cake in honor of our 
esteemed treasurer, Vicki Iacono!  Happy Birthday! 
Thanks to all the volunteers that make these events 
a real treat to all who can take the time to bring their 
equine partners out to play for the day!

Below are the top 3 finishers in each event/division.

JUNIOR DIVISION
Poles   Barrels   Skill Barrels  Quadrangle  Ribbon Race 
Karolina Osborn Amanda Vernola Amanda Vernola Amanda Vernola Amanda Tuttle
Amanda Vernola Bre Ojeda   Amanda Tuttle  Amanda Tuttle  Amanda Vernola
Bre Ojeda                   Amanda Tuttle  Bre Ojeda  Bre Ojeda  Bre Ojeda
SENIOR DIVISION
Poles   Barrels   Skill Barrels  Quadrangle  Ribbon Race
Jamie Schicht Brittany Hipp  Brittany Hipp  Brittany Hipp  Brittany Hipp
James Iacono Jamie Schicht  Jamie Schicht  James Iacono  Teresa
Brittany Hipp James Iacono  James Iacono  Patti Gretzler  Kaitlyn McMorran
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My name is Joey. Now I know 
most of you have heard my story, 
but you have not heard it from 
me. Just in case something impor-

tant has been left out, I want to tell you everything 
that happened to me while I was on my big adventure 
away from home. It was a Tuesday night in June that I 
was on a walk with my dad human (some folks in the 
family call him Grandpa, so I will too). I think I pulled 
too hard on my leash and it broke away. I ran real 
fast and Grandpa could not catch me. I had a collar 
on and my leash broke. Grandma (my mom human 
as everyone calls her) said I had an ID tag but it must 
have fallen of my collar while I was away from home. 
That is why no one could figure out where I belonged. 
Well, after I ran and ran things got a little fuzzy to me. 
I know I was not close to home because there were 
too many trees; and not as many houses as where I 
live. I was scared and just wanted to go home. I ended 
up on a very scary road where cars go real fast and I 
roamed that area for some time. Then a nice lady who 
lives on that road found me and brought me to her 
house. By then I was pretty scared and really hungry. 
She let me stay there while she tried to find my family. 
This nice lady’s name is Kate Whalen. Then another 
nice lady came over and took me home. She did not 
want me to go to the dog shelter and Kate was go-
ing away for a while. So I went home with my second 
foster mom whose name is Sally Woolridge. She has 

My Name is Joey 
By By Debbie Kelly

two dogs that look like me but smaller. Sally was really 
nice to me and took me to the doctor. My ears got all 
dirty while I was lost and Sally said I would feel bet-
ter after the doctor cleaned them out. She was right, 
even though it took a few days. She and her human 
man took me for many walks and Sally even took me 
to a far away place where really big dogs hooked up 
to funny carts pulled people around and around. I am 
sure glad I was not so big that I would have to do that. 
I was starting to enjoy life with my foster mom and 
her family. She liked me a lot but could not keep me. 
So we started looking for someone who could and the 
word got out about me. 

Well, one day three ladies who I never got to thank 
were taking a walk around a big lake close to where 
I got away. My real mom had put up pictures of me 
around the lake so if anyone saw me they could call 
her. I think I should thank now thank Patti Gomez 
because she and a lady named Spike saw my picture-
but not until they walked two times around the lake. 
Thank goodness they did that! Then Karen Hopkins 
who was also walking and was concerned about 
me called my real mom and she was so happy I was 
found! So am I. I hope I see those nice ladies walk-
ing the lake sometime so I can lick their face to really 
thank them! It is a good thing there are humans out 
there who look out for us lost and homeless pets. We 
cannot do it for ourselves. Thank you from Joey!

Annual Dues
Junior   $45.00 (under 18) 
Single adult  $45.00 
Family*  $70.00 (limited to 2 adults) 
 
*Add $8.00 for additional family members after the first two.

From the August newsletter: “Chatsworth” is a rural 
community located in the north-west San Fernando 
Valley, not a type of pudding. “Yorkshire” is a former 
country in Northern England and a type of pudding.
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6464thth Annual ETI NationalAnnual ETI National
Horse Show and ConventionHorse Show and Convention

Horses...Generation to GenerationHorses...Generation to Generation
Carriage Driving Show Invitational Trail Trial

 Saturday, July 14, 2012 Sunday, July 15, 2012 
 Hansen Dam Hansen Dam 

Horse Show and Convention 
July 27 - 29, 2012 

Los Angeles Equestrian Center 
Friday Saturday Sunday

 Western Rail Western Rail English Flat 
 Hunters Over Fences English Flat Hunters Over Fences 
 Jumpers Dressage Jumpers 

 Western Trail Western Trail 
  Gymkhana (evening) 

For more information, 
see the June ETI

National Magazine 

Don’t miss
the fun! For additional information or to 

volunteer, contact the ETI office at 
(818) 698-6200 

Annual Contests
Barn Decorating 
Photo     Poster 

Newsletter    Website 

BBQ on Friday, July 27th, 6:30pm at 
Bette Davis Park 

Jr. Ambassadors’ Silent Auction 
Tickets:  $5.00 
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What is ETI?
Equestrian Trails, Incorporated is a family oriented riding club established as a nonprofit corporation in 1944 
with the Charter to be "Dedicated to the Acquisition and Preservation of Trails, Good Horsemanship, and 
Equine Legislation."  
 
With its combined membership, ETI has successfully worked to keep our trails open and add more equestrian 
facilities. The more members we have backing equine legislation and trail preservation, the more likely the 
State, County and City Officials will be to comply with our needs.

Who are the Saddleback Canyon Riders?
 
The Saddleback Canyon Riders are ETI Corral 357.  Established in 1991, we are one of the largest ETI corrals in 
California with members from South Orange County and points beyond.  We are a family-friendly equestrian 
group based in Trabuco Canyon at the foot of the majestic Saddleback Mountains. Our Corral is committed to 
supporting and helping maintain O’Neill Regional Park and other local riding trails. 

ETI Corral 357
PO Box 1026 
Trabuco Canyon, CA 92678


