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Rick’s ‘Ramblins’ 
By Rick Balthaser

clubs of all kinds, dancing Spanish breeds, Draft 
horses pulling everything from floats to antique 
fire equipment, all kinds of historical re-enactment 
groups, minis pulling carts, mules and much more.  

We arrived at the staging area around 8:00 am 
(Morey transported five horses in his trailer … 
thanks Morey!) and thanks to the ‘decoratin’ team 
of Sue Corley and Jimmy I, we commenced to 
deckin’ out our steeds with our ‘Spring theme’ of 
flower garlands, glittered hoofs and manes, and 
flower stickers on their rumps. The humans looked 

sharp as well, spor-
tin’ stone colored ETI 
shirts, bandanas and 
light colored cowboy 
hats.

As we headed out 
on the parade route 
to lots of applaud-
ing spectators, new 
members Mark 
Thoburn, his 11 year 
old daughter Bianca 
and their adorable 
two year old Mini 
Penelope lead our 
group. Also up front 
was Sydnee Ragland 

performing rope tricks and her brother Sawyer car-
rying the club’s treasured Trabuco (musket). Karen 
Balthaser and Theresa Thoburn manned (wom-
aned?) Saddleback Canyon Riders amazing looking 
new banner. (continued on page 2) 

Howdy Saddleback Canyon Riders!
Hey … who doesn’t LOVE a parade right? … Well, 

on Saturday, March 24th, ETI Corral 357 – Saddleback 
Canyon Riders proudly participated in one of the cool-
est parades I can think of, the annual Swallows Day 
Parade. The theme of the parade was ‘How the West 
was Fun’! and that pretty much summed up our great 
day in downtown San Juan Capistrano. For those not 
familiar with this iconic event, the Swallows Day Pa-
rade celebrates the return of the swallows to the San 
Juan Capistrano Mission on St. Joseph’s Day, March 
19th , capping 
off a month-long 
celebration known 
as Fiesta de las 
Golondrinas (Swal-
lows Festival). 

The festival, now 
in its 54th year, 
first began as a 
school carnival, 
then grew into 
an equestrian 
parade and since 
has added events 
such as Hoos’gow 
Day, Fiesta Grande 
and the El Presi-
dente Ball. It’s the nation’s largest non-motorized 
parade with marching bands, civic organizations, 
dance troupes and horses, more than 400 of ‘em! The 
40,000 enthusiastic spectators that line the streets of 
the beautiful and historic downtown are treated to an 
amazing array of equestrian entries. There are horse 

SWALLOWS DAY PARADE … yee haw!
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Ridin’ high and lookin’ sharp on our steeds were 

Jimmy Iacono, Sue Corley, Rick Balthaser, Kristen Hold-
en, Evelyn Ortega, Jim Schicht, Susan Mahler, 
Pam Ragland and Morey Leavitt. 

On our ground crew and keepin’ us all safe, 
takin’ pictures and generally jumpin’ in when-
ever needed were Dave Seroski, Jim Corley and 
Pam Ragland’s boyfriend Mark.

And of course, big, big THANKS to our amaz-
ing Events Coordinator Jimmy I for makin’ it all 
happen!

The parade was really fun … the crowds were 
great … the weather was nice and cool … and 
everyone returned home safe and sound. Except 

for the fact that we didn’t actually return home! … We 
were all having such a nice time that we continued 
our own little parade at Rose Canyon Cantina where 
we hung out and shared heroic tales of the day’s 
highlights.

Hey … who doesn’t LOVE a parade! … and, if ya’ 
missed it this year, no worries … feel free to join us 
next year!

Hope to see ya’ out on the trails!
Rick Balthaser
Prez – Saddleback Canyon Riders
RBalthaser@aol.com
Cell: 949 439-2414

Rick’s ‘Ramblins’ 
(Continued)
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Date Event Time Location Contact
April 5 Thursday Members Meeting  7:00 PM Friends Karen (714) 458-7772

7 Saturday  Trail Maintenance  9:00AM O’Neill Park T.C. Jim S  (949) 677-5200
7 Saturday Moonlight ride TBA O’Neill Park T.C. Jim S  (949) 677-5200
12 Thursday Board Meeting           7:00 PM TBA Karen (714) 458-7772
21 Saturday  Cowboy Festival  9:00AM Santa Clarita, Ca. Rick   (949) 439-2414
29 Sunday Month End ride 11:00AM O’Neill Park T.C. Jim S  (949) 677-5200

May 3 Thursday Members Meeting  7:00 PM Friends Karen (714) 458-7772
10 Thursday Board Meeting  7:00 PM TBA Karen (714) 458-7772
18-20   Fri-Sun.             Casper’s Campout TBA Caspers Karen (714) 458-7772
26 Saturday Month End Ride  

to Cooks Corner
   8:30AM O’Neill Park T.C. Jim S  (949) 677-5200

June 2 Saturday Play Day   8:00AM O’Neill Park T.C. Jim      (949) 459-7742
7 Thursday Members Meeting  7:00 PM Friends Karen (714) 458-7772
9 Saturday Trail Maintenance 8:00 AM O’Neill Park T.C. Jim S  (949) 677-5200
14 Thursday Board Meeting           7:00 PM TBA Karen (714) 458-7772
17 Sunday  Cowboy Church 

@ TCCC
8:30AM O’Neill Park T.C. Jim S  (949) 677-5200

30 Saturday Month End 9:00AM O’Neill Park T.C. Jim S  (949) 677-5200

Corral Calendar 

Participate and Win (PAW) 
Saddleback Canyon Rider’s Contest

Because, we want to REWARD and RECOGNIZE our Members for their participation, 
dedication and support of our great club!

OFFICIAL Git-R-Done! RULES:
Who is eligible? :Members of ETI 357 – Saddleback Canyon Riders that are in good standing!
(Note: Board Members of ETI 357 are not eligible for this contest)
How does it work? When you attend any ETI 357 - Saddleback Canyon Rider’s Event in any capacity, 

whether it’s as a participant, a volunteer, or even a spectator you get a POINT for your participation. Just sign 
in at the event and your point will be recorded!

These will include ALL of our GREAT sanctioned and even non-sanctioned club-related events: Members 
Meetings, Month End Trail Rides, Trail Maintenance Days, Play Days, Parades, Santa Clarita Cowboy Festival 
‘Field Trip’, Camping Trips, Special Events, Volunteer Events like Equifest, ETI 357 Clinics, etc!
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In The Saddle With the Thoburn Family 
By Karen and Rick Balthaser

Once upon a time there was a 
unicorn that had a baby she named 
Penelope. Penelope never grew a 
horn and remained as small as the 

day she was born. Her magical powers remained hidden 
to all except her Little Princess....

On Saturday March 24, Penelope, and her princess Bian-
ca, disguised as Saddleback Canyon Riders, lead our group 
in the Swallows Day Parade! The crowd adored them, 
drawing “awwws” wherever they went. Actually, two year 
old Penelope is a hard working little mini horse. She is a 
registered therapy 
horse, visiting 
anywhere that can 
use smiles, such 
as nursing homes 
and special needs 
children. She does 
delightful princess 
themed parties, 
and will soon be 
learning to pull a 
cart. Check out 
their website www.
ThePonyPrincess.
com to see some 
of the good work 
they have done.

One fateful day, eleven year old Bianca and her mother 
Theresa happened to visit O’Neill Equestrian Arena to 
exercise Penelope. Finding it overrun by ETI 357 on Play 
Day, they had no choice but to join us, and we are so glad 
they did!

Our new members, Theresa and Mark Thoburn jumped 
right in to work as ground crew in the parade. They live in 
Mission Viejo and have made a career in real estate. Bi-
anca is the youngest of their four children. They also have 
two boys, Brandon and Ryan and twenty one year old Lau-
ren. For over two years, Lauren has been blessed to be a 
working student / assistant trainer for Steffen Peters in Del 
Mar.  He is the United States highest ranking Olympic level 
rider and currently is ranked #2 in the world.  Her parents 
are so proud of her for following her dreams. We look 
forward to cheering for her in the sport of dressage at the 

Olympics one day.  In the past, the Thoburn family has 
kept beautiful Friesian horses, but for now enjoy Penelope 
who can conveniently fit her little barn in their back yard.

The Thoburns had quite a hassle trying to drive their 
SUV into the equestrians only parking area at the pa-
rade.  The very serious woman assigned to security be-
came emphatic when they said they just needed to drop 
off their horse, telling them they must park elsewhere. 
Just on the verge of rude, she poked her head in the 
window, saw Penelope standing in back and sheepishly 
said…”Oh, you do have a horse” and let them in.

Thanks to the 
Thorburns for 
making us a REAL 
“little horse club” 
They are a fun 
family, as you will 
see when you 
introduce yourself 
and help welcome 
them to ETI.

If you happen 
to know anyone 
who wants to buy 
a new home for 
their horse or fam-
ily, visit their web 
site at www.ForSa-

leInOrangeCounty.com   or call them at 949-378-7222
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March Playday
By James M. Iacono

Like a brown bear waking up from 
a long winter’s dormancy, ETI 357 marched into 2012 
with a roar--- sponsoring a horse and rider Playday spec-
tacle that drew throngs of participants and spectators 

from the surrounding communities. Nineteen partici-
pants and dozens of spectators basked in a sun-splashed 
March day to celebrate the kickoff of ETI 357’s 2012 cal-
endar.  The nineteen riders represented the largest non-
buckle Playday participation since 2009, with several 
worthy new shooters, and the 60 lunches served marked 
the busiest grill master Dave Seroski has been since he 
hosted his last Ham Radio Convention.  The competitors 
were split into Divisions, and were challenged by five 
events meant to test the speed, agility, and composure 
of the 19 teams cavorting over the O’Neill Park groomed 
arena. (Thanks again, grill master!)

It was great to get together as a Club, and offer a day 
of stirring competition to our friends, neighbors, and 
passersby, but most of all its just great to get out with 
our equine pets after dealing with the unpredictability 
that winter brings to our riding schedule and habits.  
Melina Hann led the charge in the Adult division on her 
game Chestnut, Brandi by winning 3 of the five events.  
She followed up her 2011 Buckle Win with an impres-
sive encore performance!  The Youth Division was a 
battle between two up and coming teams.  Amanda 
Vernola on Doozie took two top honors, and Bre Ojeda 
riding Miracle captured the other three to win the Youth 

Division AND also earn High Point Trophy for the entire 
event.  Congratulations Bre!  We also had our first Lead 
Line Competition with Carrie Tuttle riding Major riding 
Tracy Tuttle through the obstacles to get her feet wet 
and take home a blue ribbon.  Other great youth perfor-
mances were put in by Amanda Tuttle and Chloe Ding-
wall, guiding Sammy and Amado respectively.  

The day was capped with old members and some 
newly-signed-up members sharing a flame-seared burg-
er, fruit salad, chips, and cooooool drink.  The banter was 
lively and the day felt perfect.  Thanks to everyone who 
lent a hand, you know who you are- to help remind all 
in attendance that they live in Trabuco Canyon…. Where 
heaven is a local call!

MARCH PLAYDAY BRINGS OUT THE COMMUNITY

CORRECTION
It is with sincere apology that we issue a 

correction to the article about the Kelly’s last 
month. Debbie’s birth name is Debra A Dykes, 
NOT Deborah Johnson.  We have no excuse, 
no one has ever heard of that person. Actu-
ally, Rick endearingly calls her Debbers.   

- Rick and Karen.
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Playday Pictures 
(Continued)
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Playday Pictures 
(Continued)
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A few days after our most 
recent Play Day, on a dark and 
cloudy morning at the Big B, I 

headed out to pick up the morning paper. As I was 
trudging toward the dusty road called Adkinson 
Lane, with eyes 
not quite yet 
open, a ray of 
sunlight sudden-
ly shot through 
the dark clouds 
like an arrow 
and illuminated 
a VERY mysteri-
ous object on 
our patio table. 
I cautiously 
approached to 
discover what 
appeared do be 
some kind of 
white document 
sitting under an 
apple-sized rock.

What was 
this mystery 
document? … 
A flyer for tree 
trimming and 
stump pulling? 
… A coupon for chemical free carpet steam clean-
ing? … An advertisement for a new ‘green’ termite 
company that humanely removes the termites one 
by one from your house and finds more suitable 
foster homes for them? … 

Intrigued, I slowly lifted the rock, and an image 
came quickly into focus. It was an original drawing 
of a beautiful horse that was created by an obvi-
ously very talented young artist. In the background 
was what I first believed to be long john under-
wear, but then quickly realized was the horse’s 
headstall and bit. I carefully examined the docu-

THE MYSTERY AT THE BIG B RANCH
By Rick Balthaser (Ghost Writer for the Prez)

ment for some kind of clue to its origin … but there 
was only some cryptic symbols: “From: Amanda 
and Sammi”.

WAIT A MINUTE! … there was a tough little 
cowgirl named Amanda that did super good at our 

Play Day. She ‘COULD’ be the Mystery Artist. But, 
if watching way too many Detective shows has 
taught me anything, it’s that it’s NEVER the first 
person you suspect … So, I’m definitely not falling 
for that old trick!

Well, young Mystery Artist, whoever you are, 
keep creating your wonderful art … You sure made 
the President and First Lady of Saddleback Canyon 
Riders happy to be the recipient of your beautiful 
original drawing.

Hmmm … I WONDER where the mystery artist 
will STRIKE next?
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ERT Report 
By By Debbie Kelly

The ancient Romans would begin 
each New Year by making promises to 
the god Janus; god of beginnings and 
transitions gates, doors, doorways, end-

ings and time. The Romans dedicated the month of January 
to Janus. He is a two faced God; and a statue of Janus at the 
Vatican Museum, shows him with two faces looking at both 
the past and the future. Sometimes New Year resolutions are 
based on what we did or did not do the previous year. January 
is a good time since goals may just seem more sustainable if we 
are symbolically leaving something behind in the old year and 
committing to something at the fresh start of a new year.

But we are in April and what does all of this have to do with 
Emergency Preparedness here in our little canyon and local 
area? 

Well, I made a little commitment to myself last year; that as 
ERT coordinator for ETI357 I would offer a monthly Tip via the 
newsletter to help folks seamlessly prepare an emergency kit. 
This task can be a bit overwhelming if you are doing it yourself 
and as a result may keep getting pushed to the bottom of the 
to do list. The purpose of the monthly tip is to offer a manage-
able solution to putting a family emergency kit together- one 
month at a time. I have made my peace with Janus for being 
late. Sometimes the old year does not give up that easily and it 
takes time to shed its old skin. For the reader, your assignment 
is to catch up with me and use the doubled up monthly tips 
to begin building your kit. We will start with communication. 
This should be an intricate component of your kit. Remember, 
power and cell service may be unavailable for an extended 
time after an earthquake or a severe weather event. Here are 
your tasks for Communication Preparedness, Tip 1.

#1 Emergency Contact Cards (also available on the American 
Red Cross website). Each family member should carry a card 
with them at all times. A copy can also be kept in your child’s 
file at school and copies should be in your kit. This information 
will be invaluable to reach you or another emergency contact. 
Remember to include an out of state family member who may 
not be impacted by a disaster and could be the contact for all 
family members who may not be together.

#1a: Keep a Directory: This should be kept hardcopy but 
can also be stored on a flash drive or even on your phone or 
notebook. It should include name, date of birth, and impor-
tant medical information for all family members. Physicians, 

medications, veterinarians (we will discuss pet preparedness in 
another tip), and school and employment information. Include 
where utility shut off valves are in your home and phone num-
bers for all the utility companies along with police and fire. 

#2 Emergency Meeting Locations: A primary and secondary 
meeting spot may mean the family coming together faster 
when phones are not working. This should include a desig-
nated place in or near the home as well as a location to meet 
if the event occurs at a time when you are away from the 
house. Don’t forget to do a family practice drill which includes 
the home and secondary meeting locations. (We know drills 
work. In the 2007 Santiago Fire ETI was able to methodically 
help evacuate horses from O’Neill Park due to the drills the club 
offered). 

Bonus Tip: In Trabuco we have a radio communication 
system in place. If you are a licensed GRMS radio user, and if 
the repeater is operating, please tune into the Joplin repeater 
for emergency broadcast updates. Please try often; it may 
take some time to set up operations depending on the emer-
gency. You can also tune in on your hand held FRS to channel 
22 during an emergency; and again try often. Be sure to keep 
batteries on hand for all of your communication devices. Get a 
battery powered AM/FM radio or one operated by hand crank. 

Tip 2 Water- what you will need:
1# One gallon of water per person per day. Keep a two week 

supply of fresh water in your kit. This will insure plenty of water 
for sheltering in place and the absence of service restoration 
in the Canyons. Commercially purchased water is the most 
preferable. Be sure to keep the date code in check and do 
not break the seal until you are ready to drink it. Keep water 
purification tablets in your kit in the event you need to purify 
your drinking water. The Emergency Protection Agency (EPA) 
has a link on their website outlining the correct measures for 
disinfecting and bottling potable water for drinking.

2# Water should be stored in a cool, dark place if possible. 
Only food grade water containers should be used if bottling 
your own emergency water supply. 

The information used here was found on Wikipedia (Janus), 
the American Red Cross, FEMA, and EPA websites. Please 
check the FCC website for GMRS and FRS licensing guidelines. 
The Red Cross website has volumes of information on being 
prepared. You can also shop their store and purchase your kit. 

Next Month’s tips: Food supply and Pet Preparation list. 
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American Red Cross Emergency Contact Card 
 

Get a kit. Make a plan. Be informed. 

Visit RedCross.org
communications plan, putting together an emergency preparedness kit  

and for other important preparedness information. 

 for more valuable information about creating an emergency  

Police: Call 9-1-1 or _________________

Fire Dept.: Call 9-1-1 or ______________

Ambulance: Call 9-1-1 or _____________

Poison Control Center: 800-222-1222

Health Care Provider: _______________

___

___

___

___

Police: Call 9-1-1 or ____________________

Fire Dept.: Call 9-1-1 or _________________

Ambulance: Call 9-1-1 or ________________

Poison Control Center: 800-222-1222

Health Care Provider: __________________

Directions:   Print out a card for every member of your household.   
 Fill in your emergency contact information.  
 Carry this card with you to reference in the event of a disaster or other emergency.    

Emergency Contact Card 

Im
portant P

hone N
os. 

-

_______________________________________
_______________________________________
_______________________________________
_______________________________________
_______________________________________
Out-of-Area Contact Person: __________________ 

Phone: _________________________________ 

Meeting Place Outside of Neighborhood: __________ 

______________________________________ 

People to Call or Text in 
an Emergency 

Im
portant P

hone N
os. 

Emergency Contact Card 

Name: _________________________________ 

Phone: _________________________________ 

Home Address: ___________________________ 

______________________________________ 

Name: ________________________________ 

Phone:  _______________________________ 

Home Address:  __________________________ 

_____________________________________

Fold
Here

Fold
Here

Fold
Here

_______________________________________
_______________________________________
_______________________________________
_______________________________________
_______________________________________
_______________________________________
_______________________________________

People to Call or Text in 
an Emergency 

_______________________________________
_______________________________________
_______________________________________
_______________________________________
_______________________________________
_______________________________________
_______________________________________

-

_______________________________________
_______________________________________
_______________________________________
_______________________________________
_______________________________________
Out-of-Area Contact Person: __________________ 

Phone: _________________________________ 

Meeting Place Outside of Neighborhood: __________ 

______________________________________ 
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Treasurer’s Report 
By Vicki Iacono             
ETI  -  CORRAL 357 
FINANCIAL REPORT FOR PERIOD ENDING 
February 29,2012   
 

Ending Bank Balance (Bank of America)          $ 9,466.37
  
DEPOSITS:
  Deposits Made After  Closing: Febraury $0.00      $      0.00
    
Sub-Total for beginning Balance + Deposits        $ 9,919.89

EXPENSES:
Ck# Source: Reason:     Amount: Ck # Source: Reason:       Amount:
1498 K Hopkins stamps gold spoon $72.52  1499 K Hopkins board dinner      $30.00 
1500 State Farm trailer insurance $  8.00  1501 J Iacono permit/banner     $150.00
       
Total expenses paid in  – February 2012        ($260.52)

UNPAID CHECKS ISSUED IN THIS PERIOD   
Ck# Source  Reason  Amount
 
Total Outstanding Checks February 29-2012 -   i.e. Spending:     ($       0.00)

Funds on hand in checking as of 2-29-2012        $ 9,466.37
Petty Cash on Hand as of            2-29-2012        $     400.00
 
Corral FUNDS On Hand at  2-29-2012:        $ 9866.37

SUBTOTAL CORRAL FUNDS:           
Less Reserves:
 1.- MAU as of  2-29-2012          ($   779.89)
                                                                                         
Total Corral Funds Committed To Reserve:        $(  779.89)

NET - NET - NET Funds on Hand in Checking, Petty Cash to credit of : Corral 357   $ 9,086.48 
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What is ETI?
Equestrian Trails, Incorporated is a family oriented riding club established as a nonprofit corporation in 1944 
with the Charter to be "Dedicated to the Acquisition and Preservation of Trails, Good Horsemanship, and 
Equine Legislation."  
 
With its combined membership, ETI has successfully worked to keep our trails open and add more equestrian 
facilities. The more members we have backing equine legislation and trail preservation, the more likely the 
State, County and City Officials will be to comply with our needs.

Who are the Saddleback Canyon Riders?
 
The Saddleback Canyon Riders are ETI Corral 357.  Established in 1991, we are one of the largest ETI corrals in 
California with members from South Orange County and points beyond.  We are a family-friendly equestrian 
group based in Trabuco Canyon at the foot of the majestic Saddleback Mountains. Our Corral is committed to 
supporting and helping maintain O’Neill Regional Park and other local riding trails. 

ETI Corral 357
PO Box 1026 
Trabuco Canyon, CA 92678


