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President’s Message
By Rick Balthaser

RICK’S
‘RAMBLINS’
Howdy Saddleback Canyon Riders!
A few weeks ago, I was relaxin’ at the ‘Big B Ranch’
on a beautiful Sunday afternoon, and as my compadre
Rich Gomez likes to say, enjoyin’ a coool drink.
It was the day after a very enjoyable SCR Play Day,
and it dawned on me that the deadline for me to turn
in my article for the April Newsletter was quickly approaching… and well …
ummm …I had nothin’.
Well, I thought on this
for a couple minutes,
poured another cool
one for some liquid
inspiration, and then
something equally cool
happened. An image
flashed quickly in my
head, and I immediately
thought “that’s it”!
The image, to me,
perfectly represented
the ‘pure joy’ of being with our equine companions. It
was the image of little 10 year old Madison competing
on Jim and Vicki’s horse, Captain as she crossed the
finish line at the Play Day with the biggest, happiest,
ear to ear grin that I think I’ve ever seen. I remember thinking as flashing teeth and hooves passed by,
“Now, THAT’S what it’s all about”!
The next morning I received a call from Jim, and he
told me that their beloved horse Captain had died
that morning at the Santa Fe Equine Hospital, after a
2 1/2 day fight for his life. Captain spent 18 of his 25
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years as a member of Jim and Vicki’s loving herd, and
our hearts and prayers go out to Jim, Vicki and the
rest of the herd.
As I spoke with Jim on the phone, I realized that no
words I could say could ease the pain of losing a loved
one, and that loss is just that, something that is devastatingly painful, and frankly, well, just sucks.
Pure joy, pure sorrow … thank God for our horses …
they help us experience the full spectrum of emotions
… all part of living life to the fullest.
With Spring now in full
force, our club continues to
move forward with renewed
energy.
We had a great March
Member’s Meeting with guest
speaker Lorrie Zuczek, O’Neill
Park’s Head Ranger. It was a
neat opportunity to engage in
dialogue with our ranger, and
learn more about upcoming
equestrian related improvements scheduled for the park.
There are a couple of fun
contests for our members that have officially kicked
off and are off and running!
First is the ‘PATRONIZE OUR PARK’ CONTEST, where
you log your hours in O’Neill Regional Park to win
some amazing prizes.
Second is PAW! – PARTICIPATE AND WIN!
When you attend any Saddleback Canyon Rider’s
Event in any capacity, whether it’s as a participant,
a volunteer, or even a spectator you get a POINT for
your participation. (continued on page 2)

President’s Message (Continued)
Just sign in at the event and your point will be recorded.
The winners for both contests will be announced
at our Christmas Party in December!
Comin’ up is our next Members Meeting on Thursday, April 7th, at 7:00 pm at Friends Sports Tavern in
Dove Canyon.
I’d like to wrap ‘er up with a quote from horseman, trainer, clinician and author Mark Rashid from
his book Whole Heart, Whole Horse:

I believe that before we can expect our horse
to offer the best of themselves, we must first find a
way to be able to give the best of ourselves to them
… that they understand what we are trying to say,
and we understand what they are trying to say.
Take care, and I hope to see ya’ out on the trails!
Rick Balthaser
President
Cell: 949 439-2414
RBalthaser@aol.com

Important Dates

(See website for additional Information)

Date
April

May

2

Saturday

Event
Trail Maintenance

Time
9:00AM

7
14
30

Thursday
Thursday
Saturday

Members Meeting
Board Meeting
Cowboy Festival

7:00 PM
7:00 PM
9:00AM

5
Thursday
13
Thursday
20-22 Fri-Sun.
28
Saturday

Members Meeting
Board Meeting
Casper’s Campout
Month End Ride

7:00 PM
7:00 PM
TBA
9:00AM

Location
O’Neill Park
T.C.
Friends
TBA
Santa Clarita,
Ca.
Friends
TBA
TBA
O’Neill Park
T.C.

Contact
Jim S (949) 677-5200
Karen (714) 458-7772
Karen (714) 458-7772
Rick (949) 439-2414
Karen (714) 458-7772
Karen (714) 458-7772
TBA
Jim S (949) 677-5200

Playday Recap - March 12, 2011
By James M. Iacono

Amidst longer days and hillsides brushed with an emerald only God can paint, the Saddleback Canyon Riders
staged their first Playday of 2011. A dozen competitors
tested their skills over 5 challenging events. A mixture
of speed, control, and grace was in abundance on this
particular Saturday. Five riders ran the regulation barrels in 25 seconds or less, topped by Anthony Montes
with a modern Club record of 20.09. Will members of
the club be posting sub 20 second times in the near
future?
The competition was loaded with personal best
efforts by a variety of riders, but the top spots were
dominated by the brother/sister tandem of Anthony
and Rikilyn. All 5 events were won by one of these
two, with Anthony taking the poles, barrels, and
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birangle, and Rikilyn topping the field in Keyhole and
Egg and Spoon. The High Point trophy was captured by
Anthony, with Rikilyn a respectable second, Jim Iacono
in third, and Patti Gretzler a close 4th. The top 3 spots
for each event are listed below. Please keep an eye out
for our next Playday in June. Details to follow!
Thanks to all the volunteers that make these events
special for the Community. A western style bbq was
orchestrated by grillmaster Dave Seroski, prepped by
Spike Wilks, and presented by Karen Balthaser. Nearly
40 lunches were served. Don’t forget the timers, announcers, gatekeepers, and game setters. The next
time you see one of them, and you know who they all
are, be sure to give them a cowboy fist bump, and a big
western pleasure thank you!

PATRONIZE OUR PARK’ CONTEST!
ETI 357 – Saddleback Canyon Riders
Log your hours in O’Neill Regional Park
and Win Cool Stuff!

OFFICIAL RULES:
Who is eligible?
Any member of ETI 357 – Saddleback Canyon Riders that is in good standing!
How does it work?
When you go for a trail ride, walk, hike, run, bicycle ride, do trail maintenance or volunteer in any way at O’Neill
Regional Park your hours will count towards the contest. NOTE: Arena use is not counted as hours for this
contest.
Prizes:
GRAND PRIZE:
The member that logs the most Park hours will win a beautiful trophy (More will be revealed on this!) with a
plaque that will be engraved with their name. The winner keeps this trophy for a year, and then it gets handed
to the next winner the following year (Just like the Stanley Cup in hockey). There will also be beautiful awards
for SECOND and THIRD place finishers. And, there will be cool ‘milestone prizes’ for members that reach 50,
100, 150 and 200 hours!
How do we record our hours?
It’s SIMPLE!
There is a black mailbox that is at the junction of Pawfoot Trail and Coyote Trail. (The area with a couple of
parking spots and picnic tables just across (west) from the main entrance). The combination to the lock is 2-46-8. Go to the proper tab, and enter your start and end times.
IMPORTANT NOTE: Your ‘start time’ is when you leave your house to head for the park trails, and your ‘end
time’ is when you return home after the park trails.
When does the contest start and end?
The contest starts on Saturday, March 12th and ends one week prior to our ETI 357 Christmas Party in
December. The winners will be announced at the Christmas Party!
IMPORTANT NOTE!
As this is an O’Neill Park related contest, the rangers are very interested in getting reports from our members
regarding: Trail maintenance needs, wildlife sightings, even suspicious or illegal behavior sightings. Leave
a note in the mailbox, or call 949 923-2259, or email Ranger Lorrie at lorrie.zuczek@ocparks.com if there is
something you feel is worth reporting.
Although this contest is sponsored by ETI 357, it is in no way a sanctioned ETI event, therefore ETI Members
participating in this contest do so at their own risk.
QUESTIONS? Call or email Rick Balthaser - Cell: 949 439-2414 - RBalthaser@aol.com
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Salute to the Captain
By James M. Iacono

Everyone remembers their first
horse. When you have to glue two
pieces together, the first bond is
the strongest. I met him when he
was 8… I was 37. I was a little old for a wannabe cowboy. He didn’t hold it against me. If I needed help
learning how to stop, he showed me what it would
take. If I wanted to let the throttle out, he showed
me what he
had. If I wanted
to stand still, he
was happy to
oblige. I never
saw him pick a
fight. I never
saw him buck,
bite, or chew, or
run around with
mares that do.
He loaded like a
dream, and you
could decorate
him like a Christmas tree and he
never even rolled
his eyes, let alone
throw his head
and muss up the
costume. The only time I got mad at him he refused
to jump a small ditch coming down from above Joplineven after jumping it earlier while going UP the hill
with other riders that eventually went their own way.
After 45 minutes of kicking and prodding, I had to go
home the long way- through Trabuco Creek instead of
just down Rose Canyon Road- an extra five miles. Two
weeks later that little ditch had become a six foot by
six foot chasm, and was now “officially” unpassable.
Did he know that soil was precarious? I wouldn’t put
it past him.
He had dozens of young riding students learn how
to brush, tack up, and pick his feet, all the while
standing statuesque. He escorted mentally and
physically disabled children, teens at risk, a Japanese
exchange student who had never touched a horse, a
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93 year old great grandmother who upon returning
to her rest home, boasted to her caregivers, “Today I
rode a horse!”
“I’m sure you did,” came the patronizing response.
It was one of her final memories.
For six years running he was adorned with a golden
bridle and purple velvet and carried a Magi (or was
that “Jim I”) to
the Live Nativity at the second
largest Church in
America, Saddleback. Between
services he would
parade to the
children’s classrooms and would
poke his head in,
much to the delight of squealing
youngsters.
Smart doesn’t
explain some
of the magic he
weaved. Our
arena turnout
gate has a latch
as well as a chain to make sure the horses don’t
nuzzle it open. One night, we suspect the feed store
driver forgot to chain the gate. Around dinner time,
a clip clopping could be heard up our driveway. We
knew a horse was out but we feared as many as 4
could be wandering the neighborhood or adjacent
foothills. Captain neighed, and went back down the
200 foot driveway. When we got down to the arena,
we saw Captain standing quietly there. The gate was
closed, and all the horses were in. Could he have
slipped through the open gate, shut it, and then scurried up to tell us it had been left open? I wouldn’t put
it past him.
A special horse like Captain might only come
around once in a person’s lifetime. Our family was
blessed to have him. (continued on page 6)

Membership Report
By Sheila Segien

Expired: Jonette Dopson 11/10, Lauren Helsel 11/10, Pam Ragland 11/10, Jill Corley 11/10,
Jordan Bui 11/10, Vansel Johnson 12/10, Steve & Debera Conkling 12/10, Doug & Jennifer
Slavin 12/10, Fred & Helen Bruns 2/11
Expiring: Delma Johnson 4/11, Rod Van Sickle 4/11
Annual Dues: Individual $45; Family $70 for the first two members, add $8 for each additional family member.

Equimunication
By Dave Seroski

A day long ride in springlike weather in Holy Jim revealed
another Natural Horsemanship
lesson: Water Crossings.
Many horses balk at water crossings but add the
sound of a roar of water going over the falls, and
those ears are up and you can see the whites of their
eyes. No amount of encouragement from the saddle
will get Mr. or Ms. Horse to set hoof in it.
When in doubt? Go to the ground. If Your horse
loves and respects you, and if you go into the water well, then it just has to be OK.
It follows the adage “Take the time it takes to
achieve the results you want.”
My day could have stopped right there because Mr.
Left Brained Extrovert decided, “Like hell I’m going in
there.”
I took off my boots, rolled up my pants and led “Mr.
Apprehensive” into the rushing water. We stopped
mid-stream and I got the “what the hell are you doing?” look. After a little prancing around (Teddy, not
me), fear turned to interest and he stuck his nose
into the rushing water so it was up to the middle of

his face. He pulled his face out after a few seconds,
snorted, and stuck it back in. After he was done
“snorkeling,” out the other side we went. We turned
and made a pass back through the water with no
stopping and no hesitation. On went the boots, back
in the saddle and across we went, no fear, no jumping
around, no hesitation.  But he did pick it up to a trot
leaving the water.
The next crossings were just fine with very little encouragement; that was, until we hit one that just did
not “feel” right to him. So I encouraged him a little
stronger and soon we got into a fight. I won the fight
but he won the “we are not crossing that.” Back to
the water walk.
Did it work? Only from the side that we did not
have the fight. On the fight side? No way.  
What this tells me is this.  If your horse is having a troubling experience which is made worse by
you, you now have a double problem and you have to
take twice as much time to make it right.
Speak with your Horses. They have lots to say.
Dave

New Binder in O’Neill Park
The new binder has arrived! You will notice a smart new color and insert. The insert identifies how to use the
sign in sheet along with park contacts. The binder includes a trail etiquette and safety sheet from ETI national. Each month tab has two pages for that month with extras in the back of the book. There is also a report
to use if volunteers want to turn it in to the park office identifying contacts on the trail, problems, or safety
issues. As a reminder, the combination is 2 4 6 8. Happy reporting.
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Salute to the Captain (Continued)
Now, it seems like the end of an era. There is only
one “first” horse. The bond formed between horse
and man goes beyond the brushing, petting, saddling,
and sunset sojourns into the foothills. There are the
sights, smells, sounds, and butterflies that he brought
those first weeks some 18 years ago. A childhood
dream had been fulfilled. I hopefully will recapture
that again someday. But I don’t count on it.
Captain died of a ruptured intestine. That was just
like him. He kept everything in- his fears, his displeasure (if he had any), and finally his discomfort . His
last day of activity was spent helping a little girl win
a couple of ribbons on her birthday. He waited until
she received them to collapse. We salute the Captain.
He will always remind me of all that is good, and true,
and honorable in a friend- who just happened to be a
horse.

In The Saddle

Evelyn Ortega, Interviewed By Rick Balthaser
Hey Saddleback Canyon Riders!
ones of your own). Don’t worry about final formatBelow is the first article of a brand new monthly fea- ting, we can tweak or edit as needed.

ture. It will be a fun and creative format where we can
to get to know our members better. Okay, here’s the
best part: ANY MEMBER can interview ANY MEMBER!
There are no strict rules … Call up or meet a member
for coffee, get to know some interesting stuff about
them, then write up a little article, like I did with
Evelyn Ortega below. (Thank you Evelyn for being ‘first
up’ and ‘a great sport’)!

I’ll send out an email (we’ll also put this on our
website) with a list of suggested ‘Interview Questions’.
(And we encourage you to come up with some fun

…

So be pro-active … go for it … and have fun with it!

Call me if you have any questions, or if you need
the email address or telephone number of a club
member that you’d like to interview! And then,
please email me your interviews.
Thanks! …
Your Prez, Rick Balthaser … Cell: 949 439-2414 …
RBalthaser@aol.com

Name: Evelyn Ortega (aka ‘Evy’), Artist
Interesting fact: Evelyn earned her Bachelor of Fine Arts at the Art Institute of Southern California.
Residence: A 22 year resident of Trabuco Canyon and a member of SCR for three years, Evelyn enjoys the
peace and quiet of the canyon.
Kids: Samantha, 20, is attending school in Monterey and studying to be a Veterinarian. Samantha was recently
accepted into the Tri Beta Biological Society! James is a senior at Trabuco Hills, likes playing guitar and recently
became an Eagle Scout! (continued on page 7)
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In The Saddle (Continued)
Horse: “Rusty”, a 15 year old sorrel Missouri Fox Trotter gelding. Evelyn got interested in horses after Samantha got her first horse in 2002. Evelyn enjoys trail riding with Rusty, who is a great “goes anywhere, mellow
guy”.
Other hobbies: Tennis, photography, ceramics
What do you like best about Saddleback Canyon Riders? Competing in the Play Days!
Most memorable time on a horse: Her first ‘midnight ride in Buck Ranch’ … a little scary, VERY eventful, but
fun …
Favorite movie: A toss up between ‘ET’ and ‘Shop Girl’
Favorite TV Show: ‘House’
Favorite Musical Group: ‘The Alarm’ and ‘The Killers’
Favorite Country Western Artist: Uncle Cracker
Favorite book: Stephen King’s ‘The Stand’
Thanks for sharin’ Evelyn!
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March Playday Action
POLES 		

BARRELS		

KEYHOLE		

1st Anthony Montes 1st Anthony Montes 1st Rikilyn Prieto
2nd Jim Iacono
2nd Patti Gretzler
2nd Patti Gretzler
3rd Patti Gretzler
3rd Jim Iacono		
3rd Bekah Segien
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BIRANGLE		

EGG AND SPOON

1st Anthony Montes 1st Rikilyn Prieto
2nd Jim Iacono
2nd Rick Balthaser
3rd Rikilyn Prieto
3rd Zsa Zsa Fisk

9

PAW! – “PARTICIPATE AND WIN!”
Saddleback Canyon Rider’s Contest
WHY?
Because, we want to REWARD and RECOGNIZE our Members for their
participation, dedication and support of our great club!
OFFICIAL Git-R-Done! RULES:
Who is eligible?
Members of ETI 357 – Saddleback Canyon Riders that are in good standing!
(Note: Board Members of ETI 357 are not eligible for this contest)
How does it work?
EASY!
When you attend any ETI 357 - Saddleback Canyon Rider’s Event in any capacity, whether it’s as a participant,
a volunteer, or even a spectator you get a POINT for your participation. Just sign in at the event and your point
will be recorded!
These will include ALL of our GREAT sanctioned and even non-sanctioned club-related events: Members
Meetings, Month End Trail Rides, Trail Maintenance Days, Play Days, Parades, Santa Clarita Cowboy Festival
‘Field Trip’, Camping Trips, Special Events, Volunteer Events like Equifest, ETI 357 Clinics, etc!
Prizes:
There will be an AWESOME GRAND PRIZE for FIRST PLACE!
AMAZING PRIZES for SECOND and THIRD PLACES
And even special prizes at our Members Meetings for those who rack up FIVE points and TEN points!

So, show up at our great events! … Have FUN with your club! …. Rack up some points, and
we’ll see ya’ at the AWARDS CEREMONIES at our Christmas Party in December!
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Treasurer’s Report
By Vicki Iacono

ETI - CORRAL 357 FINANCIAL REPORT FOR PERIOD ENDING
February 28, 2011

Ending Bank Balance (Bank of America)						

		

$ 11,836.57

Deposits Made After February Closing: 						

		

$

Sub-Total for beginning Balance + Deposits		

		

$ 11,836.57

DEPOSITS:
		

		

0.00

EXPENSES:
CK#

Source			

Reason		

Amount

Ck#

1424 ETI Foundation

Charity Event $1,938.00

1436 J Iacono		

Dec newsletter

$

Reason		

1435 K Hopkins board dinner
30.00

Total expenses paid in February 2011			

Source

1438 OC parks

permit

Amount
$30.00
$65.00

($2,108.00)

UNPAID CHECKS ISSUED IN THIS PERIOD
CK#

Source		

1434 ETI 		

Reason			

Amount

Ck#

Source

membership dues

$72.00		

1437 ETI

Reason		

membership dues $184.00

Total Outstanding Checks February 2011 - i.e. Spending: 			
Funds on hand in checking as of 02-28-11		
Petty Cash on Hand as of

Amount

		

$256.00

				

		

$11,580.57

02-28-11						

		

$ 400.00

Corral FUNDS On Hand at 02-28-2011:								

$11,980.57

SUBTOTAL CORRAL FUNDS:								

		

$11,980.57

MAU as of 02-28-2011 = After payment for 2nd Chip Scanner:				

($ 779.89)

Less Reserves:
1.-

Total Corral Funds Committed To Reserve:		

					

NET - NET - NET Funds on Hand in Checking, Petty Cash to credit of : Corral 357
$11,200.68

$( 779.89)

		

Playday March 12th Receipts = $493.00
Less expenses:
Groceries			
Permit				
Trophy				
Profit for Playday

$110.27
$ 75.00
$ 47.85
= $259.88
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Who are the Saddleback Canyon Riders?
The Saddleback Canyon Riders are ETI Corral 357. Established in 1991, we are one of the largest ETI corrals in
California with members from South Orange County and points beyond. We are a family-friendly equestrian
group based in Trabuco Canyon at the foot of the majestic Saddleback Mountains. Our Corral is committed to
supporting and helping maintain O’Neill Regional Park and other local riding trails.

What is ETI?

Equestrian Trails, Incorporated is a family oriented riding club established as a nonprofit corporation in 1944
with the Charter to be "Dedicated to the Acquisition and Preservation of Trails, Good Horsemanship, and
Equine Legislation."
With its combined membership, ETI has successfully worked to keep our trails open and add more equestrian
facilities. The more members we have backing equine legislation and trail preservation, the more likely the
State, County and City Officials will be to comply with our needs.

ETI Corral 357
PO Box 1026
Trabuco Canyon, CA 92678
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