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President’s Message 
By Rich Gomez

So as we enjoy just about everyone’s favorite time of 
year - fall, cooler weather, the anticipation of the holi-
days with nothing to do yet because they’re still too far 
away, planning time off from work because it’s the hol-
idays, and don’t forget that Western tradition – the Na-
tional Finals Rodeo, we have what will become one of 
our club’s favorite events – our FALL BUCKLE PLAYDAY!

But back to the NFR…Make your plans early, get a nice 
room near all the things you like in Las Vegas, and make 
your shopping list for “Cowboy Christmas”!  And of 
course, don’t forget the rodeo.  As always, our hats are 
off to those talented men and women who qualify for 
this annual event and for the show they put on.  A true 
Western tradition and I hope you’re all looking forward 
to it as much as we are (because I need to go get some 
hats shaped since they seem to be the only place in 
“town” where I can get that done so they look good…)

Anyway, the NFR is the real deal and the competition 
and the excitement and the winners and the money 
and the buckles all make it worthwhile for both the 
competitors and us spectators.  But wait, we have 
our own REAL DEAL coming up real soon.  This is go-
ing to be one of our biggest events of the year – and 
we sure do hope you’re all ready, hope you’re all 
practicin’ and hope you’re telling everyone about it.  
If not, you must…so once again, here are the details 
of our own REAL DEAL – our FALL BUCKLE PLAYDAY:

  

 …a NOTE on the “Divisions” – you got-
ta remember, we do this the cowboy way, the 
easy way, so either you’re older or you’re young-
er…no in-betweens, no junior adult, no senior 
adult, no old guys, just under 30 and over 30…

So what’s the big deal about these buckles?  Other 
than being pretty cool to win (and all the pride that 
goes with that – not to mention the braggin’ rights) 
what’s the scoop on awarding buckles in Western 
traditions?  That is, how did this whole thing start?  

Well a long time ago, on a range far away…

The belt buckle evolved over a period of two thou-
sand years from 
the primitive but 
functional buck-
les developed 
in ancient Rome 
and China.  A 
thousand years 
or so earlier, ant-
ler or bone buck-
les and looped 
belts were in use by tribes of Hunter/Gath-
erers - our ancestors from long ago. 

By the Civil War era, military buckles made an appear-
ance that had a major influence on the look of belt buck-
les to come.  By the 1880’s Navajo silversmiths began 
to make silver and turquoise buckles and by the early 
1900’s, cowboys were sporting western style buckles.  
In addition to the Western and Indian buckles, rodeo 
buckles soon ushered in a new look in belt buckles.  
 
Very few cowboy buckles existed before 1900 since 
most cowboys used suspenders or had buckles made 
from military friction buckles.  As silent and later 
talking western movies danced across the screen, 
the Western buckle took hold.  At the time in Holly-
wood when the Cowboy movies  (Continued on pg 2) 
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President’s Message (Continued)

I want to give Mr. Jim Schicht a big 
thanks for having my back and lead-
ing the September moon light ride. 
I heard we can really call it that as 

the group did see the moon. There was no moon to be 
seen the two previous evening rides until well after we 
had returned home. I am also glad Jim is back in the 
saddle and ridin’ again being the cowboy he is. Accord-
ing to the ETI calendar our October ride is a costume 
ride! So does that mean we dress up ourselves or our 

were popular, the costume designers wanted their 
stars to look stylish and distinctive.  Belt buckles set 
them apart.  The movie people were not trying to start 
a fashion trend but that’s what happened.   From 1900 
to the beginning of the 1920’s some shops started to 
produce ranger style cowboy buckles, but it took Hol-
lywood as they created the famous western heroes, 
for the cowboy buckle, saddle and all the accessories 
to gain widespread popularity.  The most dramatic and 
ornate example of belt buckles can be found at the ro-
deo where riders and promoters go to great expense 
to create the most impressive and individual buckle.  
The Western Belt buckle is part of American folklore. 

Well as you can see, it’s not gonna be easy to find a man 
or woman of the west who is not wearing either a tro-
phy or cowboy style buckle set.  In many cases it’s one 
that has been won or handed down through the gener-
ations as a family heirloom.  A cowboy’s proudest pos-

session is that buckle won after many years of struggle, 
pain and hard work in the rodeo arena or the buckle 
that grandpa wore.  And believe me, no, it’s not for sale 
at any price.  We sure do hope you feel the same about 
the buckles we’re going to award to the top competitors 
in each division at our FALL BUCKLE PLAYDAY!  Come 
and get yours and create your own tradition!!! 

So until we see you there, here’s to all of 
us practicin’, workin’ and ridin’ togeth-
er…see you on the trail and in the arena…

Our thanks to the following websites for 
their information on Western belt buckles:

www.thebuckleshop.com 

www.westernbeltbuckles.com

http://www.free-news-release.com/Cowboy-Belt-
Buckle-History-Detail_12006.html

Trail Boss Report 
By Jeff Kelly

horses? Well that’s up to you. Not sure if dressing up 
as a cowboy or cowgirl will get ya’ a ribbon-but don’t 
let that stop you. Remember, we generally go back to a 
start time of 10:00 am in October as the weather cools 
but you never can tell anyone how that will play out. So 
watch for more information and the start time. 
Editor’s Note: This article was sent in before the Oc-
tober Ride occurred. See Pictures from the ride in this 
issue and on line at www.saddlebackcanyonriders.com

Membership Report 
By Sheila Segien
Very Expired: (Sorry, last newslettr.) Sharon Stancato 5/09, Doug & Marni Nagy 5/09, 
Jennifer Walters 5/09, Larry Brown 6/09, Pam Ragland 6/09 
Expired: , Karin Hathaway 7/09, Robert & Caitlyn Nieblas 8/09, Connie Burns 8/09, Ken 
Weiss 8/09, Sarah Eaton 8/09, Lori Hansen 9/09, Patti Gretzler 10/09, Lori Grossman 10/09, 

Nancy Johnson 10/09, Leslie King 10/09, Candice Itzkovics 10/09 
Expiring: , Jeff & Debbie Kelly 11/09, Jordan Bui 11/09, Dalynn Zampino 11/09, Terri Steuben 11/09 
Welcome New Members: Jim and Sue Corley

Annual Dues: Individual $45; Family $70 for the first two members, add $8 for each additional family member.

Important Dates 
Mark Your Calendar Today  (See website for additional Information)

Members Meeting: Thursday , ��/05 Buckle Playday: Saturday ��/�4
Board Meeting: Thursday ,  ��/�2 Month End Ride:  Saturday, ��/28

Trail 
Maintenance Saturday 

November 7th
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Map courtesy of O’Neill Regional Park 
© 2009 Orange County Parks



  4 

October Month End Ride 
Costume COntest
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PAID POLITICAL ADVERTISEMENT 

FOR BOB WILKS
MEMBER-AT-LARGE

YOUR VOTE
Fresh ideas 
New support for the Board 
A chicken in every pot! 
Handsome, strong & honest 

  Bob on Blackjack  Bob on Duke  Bob on Monk Bob on Lad 

Endorsed by: Debi Geary – Member, ETI Corral 357 
Jeff Kermode – past president, ETI Corral 357 
Debbie Kelly – MAU Emergency Preparedness Coordinator
Louise Wiberg – Bob’s Mother-in-Law 
“W” – aka Mrs. Wilks 
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Scribe’s Report 
By Don Segien
Nation Rescue Ride: ETI 357 joined 
riders and horse enthusiasts from 
the region on October 3rd to partic-
ipate in the National Rescue Ride. 

Bethany’s Gait and Hanaeleh co-sponsored the local 
event. Members of Lion’s Heart, a teen voulenteer 
group were also on hand. Last year’s event raised over 
$3,500. According to Elizabeth Zarkos, one of the events 
leaders, 100% of the funds raised go directly to the pro-
grams. After the silent auction and raffle prizes, ten ETI 
members enjoyed a ride through scenic O’Neill Park.

Trail Maintenance: Meet us  Saturday, November 7th 

at 9:00am , at the arena  for trail maintenance. It’s the 
right thing to do. 

Elections: Very soon we will hold elections for offi-
cers. Voting will take plce at our November Member’s 
at the Rose Canyon Cantina, where they serve my fa-
vorite dish Macho Nachos. This year’s election will be 
a close one. We’ve even seen paid advertisements for 
one position. By the way, I ought to mention that one 
prominent candidate tried to offer me a Bribe to en-
gage in a subliminal publicity campaign. But  be as-
sured, as a member of the press, I won’t be bought 
off.  

Ready to head out

Pinning and getting pinned... now that’s efficient.

Rescue Ride Images

Colleen and Alex from Lion’s Heart with Stella
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Jim and Vicky Iocono ready to hit the trailOn the trail

It happens every year at this time. The days are short-
er. It’s getting dark sooner. Equestrians run a greater 
risk riding after dark. If you add in the factors of a rid-
er wearing dark clothing and riding a dark horse, you 
have a horse and rider that are very near invisible in 
the dark. Take that a step further and add in a motor-
ist facing into the headlights of on oncoming car, and 
you have a potential disaster waiting to happen. I think 
we can all agree that it boils down to common sense.

Riders can do some very simple things to minimize 
their risk when riding after dark:

 - Wear light colored clothing. 
 - Use reflective gear (front & back) on yourself, your 
horse, and your tack. 
- Stay off the street and on the trail, whenever you 
can. 

- If you must ride on the street, don’t ride side by side.

- Don’t assume, since you can see the approaching car 
that they can see you.

Drivers can do a whole lot to improve the safe-
ty conditions of equestrians, pedestrians, 
and those riding bikes, particularly after dark:

- Most importantly, SLOW DOWN, especially on the 
many blind curves throughout the community. 
    - As soon as you drive into the canyon, don’t zone 
out. If you’re coming home from a tiring day and 
maybe a long commute, you must be extra alert. 
Realize that it’s your neighbors using the shoulder of 
the road, just feet from your speeding car. Their lives 
depend on you to pay attention. 
    - Lastly, if you are ever in doubt as to who has the 
right of way...  It’s not you.

Safety Reminder...It’s Getting Dark Out There
Contributed By Michelle Prieto



 

What is ETI? 
Equestrian Trails, Incorporated is a family oriented riding club established as a nonprofit corporation 
in 1944 with the Charter to be "Dedicated to the Acquisition and Preservation of Trails, Good Horse-
manship, and Equine Legislation." 

With its combined membership, ETI has successfully worked to keep our trails open and add more eques-
trian facilities. The more members we have backing equine legislation and trail preservation, the more likely 
the State, County and City Officials will be to comply with our needs.

Who are the Saddleback Canyon Riders?
 
The Saddleback Canyon Riders are ETI Corral �5�.  Established in �99�, we are one of the largest ETI corrals in 
California with members from South Orange County and points beyond.  We are a family-friendly equestrian 
group based in Trabuco Canyon at the foot of the majestic Saddleback Mountains. Our Corral is committed 
to supporting and helping maintain O’Neill Regional Park and other local riding trails. 

ETI Corral �5�
PO Box �02� 
Trabuco Canyon, CA 92��8-�02�


