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President’s Message 
By Rich Gomez

So it all started with a pancake 
breakfast and all the preparations necessary.  You 
know, going through our trailer, finding all the utensils 
for the event, talking to Jeff Kelly and Bruce Neilson 
about grills and equipment (and a great big thanks to 
both of these guys for all they do to support the club 
with equipment access and use!), hopin’ Spike will find 
someone to go to her to Fart and Spinal (Smart and 
Final) to get the ingredients for our top secret ETI Pan-
cake recipe, etc.  Lots of stuff to do (and that doesn’t 
include roundin’ up all the volunteers to actually work 
at the event!) and lots of arrange-
ments to be made.  But, as always, 
we pulled off a great and very suc-
cessful pancake breakfast for SAM-
LARC on August �5th.  I’d also like to 
take this opportunity to thank each 
and every one of you who helped 
setting up, cookin’, cleanin, or tear-
ing down…our club couldn’t do it 
without YOU!!!  As our Activities Co-
ordinator Jim says, “…many hands 
make light work…”  And a special 
club and personal thanks to Debbie 
Kelly for organizing the whole deal.  
But I digress…

What makes this club so great is 
ALL the people working behind 
the scenes to pull off these kinds of 
events, and you know what?  We’re 
very good at this!  Still I digress…

So, as you can imagine, the SAMLARC Pancake Break-
fast (for the Great Rancho Camp out) was a great suc-
cess both for the campers and our club.  And then the 
“get back to normal” process begins; what I mean by 

that is all the stuff we used needs to go back in the trail-
er, things need to go in their proper containers or…
oops, no containers, not enough storage, not enough 
shelves…so now what?  Well our own Treasurer and 
all-round handyman, Bob, to the rescue.  Now no one 
asks or says anything about what’s needed…Bob just 
seems to look and see solutions.  Not a bad deal for 
all of us.  What this means is after a quick trip to the 
local home improvement store, this skilled cowboy 
becomes a carpenter and shelves and other improve-
ments just seem to appear.  And then the other half 
of the duo goes into action…yep, Spike and her crew 
of trailer organizers begin to fill the new shelves and 

racks with our stuff.  Now 
it’s not just a process 
of putting things away; 
it’s a “lets-check-out-ev-
erything-in-the-trailer” 
event.  And guess what 
our crew found during 
this most recent venture 
into the deep recesses of 
our trailer?  Well, turn the 
page and you’ll see it…
yep, a copy of our Origi-
nal Club Charter…wow! 

What a find!  Who knew 
we even had this?  And it 
comes at a time when all 
the GREAT things we do 
and get done as a club 
are still fresh in our minds 
(you can go back and 
read earlier installments 

of this column in our online newsletter archive!  Pretty 
cool, eh?).  I’ve said it before, but I’ll say it again…I’m 
sure proud to be the president of such a great group of 
friends and neighbors…(Continued on Page 2) 
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President’s Message (Continued)
So let’s think about this for a minute…how did this 
club start?  Well, you’re actually going to have to wait 
and read about that in an upcoming issue.  It’s a great 
story and it will likely also be published by Jesus Flores 
in the Trabuco Canyon News in October.  And October 
is a key month for the club because it was in October 
�99� that the whole idea of our club began…

So this is all good stuff and nice to know and warms 
the heart and all of that, but there’s one thing to always 
remember…we’re just a horse club.  So in closing, I’d 
just like to share a photo that just seems to sum it all 
up…one of our Board members hard at work making 
life better for our neighbors through pancakes… 

Ad Size Member Non-Member
Full Page $45 $75
Half Page $30 $50
�/4 Page $�5 $25
�/8 Page $5 $�0

Your Ad Here!
If you would like to advertise in our newslet-
ter, contact our Scribe, Don Segien, Via email at 
SDSegien@mac.com. 

Anti CMMTT Movement is Growing
Your board briefly discussed the CMMTT problem 
at the August Board Members meeting. Although 
our club tries to remain politically neutral on most 
issues,  one board member suggested an anti-
CMMTT communication be drafted by the board. 
The MTT issue has been around for a long time but 
some board members are getting fed up. However, 
no official board position will be taken at this time. 
-Don Segien , ETI 357 Scribe
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Important Dates 
Mark Your Calendar Today  (See website for additional Information)

Members Meeting: Thursday , 9/3 Month End Ride:  Saturday, 9/26

Board Meeting: Thursday , 9/�0 

Summer is full of so many 
things to do for so many of us; 
and it seems like this summer 
has been no exception. The 

new buzz word (not yet introduced to Mr. Daniel 
Webster) is “staycation”. Well ETI has made it 
possible to stick around and have plenty to do. In 
June we had a great day visiting the Gene Autry 
Historical Museum; riding to the Hollywood Sign, 
and a traditional Mexican dinner at Viva’s in Bur-
bank. All of that in one day! I think that is a prec-
edent for this club. Then we had the annual 4th of 
July Parade here in Trabuco Canyon and a BBQ 
at the Gomez’ homestead afterwards. All things 

Trail Boss Report 
By Jeff Kelly

being horse; we joined the Equestrian Coalition of 
Orange County (ECOC) for an Equestrian Faire 
in August then the following week we flipped pan-
cakes in Rancho Santa Margarita at their annual 
family campout. Not exactly an equestrian event, 
but these types of fund-raisers keeps this club in 
business. And it is down right fun! For September 
we’ve got an evening ride on the fourth and lots 
of opportunity outside of ETI events to spend with 
our families, friends, and horse. Keep an eye on 
our website for what’s going on. Thanks to all of 
those who participated or joined us in any of the 
summer events. The month end ride for Septem-
ber will be on Saturday the 26th. 

*** FOR SALE ***          MISSOURI  FOX  TROTTER   *** FOR SALE ***
�0 Yrs old - Grey Gelding – Smooth & Handsome – Goes alone or in groups, ties, clips, trailers, bathes,

 Good trail horse – EZ keeper – Lot’s of Fun to Ride – Asking $4,500 OBO Call Bob: 949/ 589-9�44

ETI 357 Tradin’ Post



 5     

Horse Tales 
By Jim Iacono
This past June I celebrated �5 years 
of owning horse property in the 
Canyon.  I can’t tell you how my life 
has been different because of that 

choice.  The lessons I’ve learned, and the routines I’ve 
developed are polar opposite from what I would have 
been doing had I stayed in my cookie cutter house in 
the suburbs.

 Before I made the move, I bought my first horse.  His 
name was Captain, and I purchased him from an el-
derly lady named Bess Meyers who was a cowgirl 
from way back.  She told me as long as I developed 
good consistent habits with this horse, he would al-
ways be good to me and that I would love the horse 
riding lifestyle.  When I asked her what she meant by 
“habits”, she said that I had to develop a routine and 
rarely sway from it because horses like routines.  She 
told me one of her standing routines was to ride ev-
ery Saturday morning at 9:00a.m., rain or shine.  She 

then proceeded to invite me over the next Saturday 
to go riding with her and her horse Trixie, and I could 
test ride the Captain. 

So the following Saturday we met at her barn and 
tacked up.  She said she wanted to go through the 
park, so we rode on Pawfoot Trail in O’Neill Park.  We 
were adjacent to Live Oak Canyon Road, when a fu-
neral procession of cars wound down from the Mesa 
and caravanned on our right. Suddenly Bess said, 
“Whoa Trixie”.  She stopped, took off her hat, held it 
over her heart, and bowed her head.  When the entire 
procession of cars had passed, she put her hat back 
on, and clucked to get Trixie walking.  I said, “Bess, 
that was really sweet and honorable of you to show 
respect like that.”  Bess paused, and nodded in agree-
ment.  “Well, it was the least I could do.  I was married 
to him for forty years!.....  Race you to the Ranger Sta-
tion! Giddy up!”

Some routines are hard to break.

Membership Report 
By Sheila Segien
Expired: , Sharon Stancato 5/09, Doug & Marni Nagy 5/09, Alice Sorenson 5/09, 
Jennifer Walters 5/09, Larry Brown 6/09, Pam Ragland 6/09, Karin Hathaway 7/09, 
Doug & Jennifer Slavin 8/09, Robert & Caitlyn Nieblas 8/09, Connie Burns 8/09, Ken Weiss 
8/09, Sarah Eaton 8/09 Expiring: Lori Hansen 9/09, Jim & Vicki Iacono 9/09  

Welcome New Members: Connie Nelson 

Annual Dues: Individual $45; Family $70 for the first two members, add $8 for each additional family member.

ETI 357 Buckle-Award Playday is Coming Soon!
Where: O’NEILL PARK ARENA
When: Saturday, November �4th, 2009 at 9am
Registration ($6) & coffee at 8am! Lunch (included) at 
Noon! 

$7 per event for members or $8 for non-members
Don’t forget our Early Bird registration - $6 (ends 
��/9) 

$6 per event for members or $7 non-members 

Playday Games: Barrels, Poles, Keyhole trot, Hurry 
Scurry, and Egg and Spoon
Any Questions Contact Jim Iacono at 7�4-6�2-�789
Waiver & Release form and pre-registration form on 
our website: www.saddlebackcanyonriders.com.
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Treasurer’s Report 
By Robert Wilks
ETI  -  CORRAL 357 FINANCIAL REPORT FOR PERIOD ENDING July 31,  2009   

 Ending Bank Balance (Bank of America)      $  9,223.36
 DEPOSITS:
 Deposits Made After June Closing:           $  1,504.18    

Sub-Total for beginning Balance + Deposits                          $10,727.54
EXPENSES:
Ck# Source: Reason:  Amount: Ck # Source:      Reason:     Amount:
1306 E.T.I. Corp  Memberships  $     31.00 1309 Spike W.   4th July B.B.Q $   220.00
1307 E.T.I. Corp Memberships  $     26.00 1310 E.T.I.     Membrshps     $    56.00
1308 J. Iacona Club Shirts  $   432.75 1311 S. Segien  NewsLtrExp $    68.64
Total expenses paid in MAY & JUNE – 2009       ($834.39)
UNPAID CHECKS ISSUED IN THIS PERIOD 
Ck# Source: Reason:  Amount: Ck # Source:      Reason:  Amount:
1313 P. Gomez July Brd Dinner $     30.00 1319 E.T.I.       Membrships    $  180.00
1314 Party Rents Pancke Brk Rent $   VOID 1320 Party Rent   Pancak Rent    $    17.43
1315 Cash for Bank ECOC Lunch  $   400.00 1321 S. Wilks       ECOC  Exps    $  591.15
1316 D. Geary Reimbs Scanner $   162.04 1322 D. Kelly AugBrdDinner   $    30.00
1317 R. Gomez Reimbs Posters $   121.80 1323 Smart/Finl       Pancake Exps    $  290.41
1318 S. Segien News Ltr Postge $     37.90 1324 J. Kelly Pancake Exps     $   64.74
1325    E.T.I. Corp  Memberships     $   68.00
Total Outstanding Checks JULY - 2009  i.e. Spending:         ($  2,109.65)
Funds on hand in checking as of  07-31-09           $  8,617.89
Petty Cash on Hand as of           07-31-09           $     400.00
Corral FUNDS On Hand at  07/31/09:           $  9,017.89
SUBTOTAL CORRAL FUNDS:            $  9,017.89
Less Reserves:
 1.- MAU as of  07/31/09 = After payment for 2nd Chip Scanner:      ($     779.89)
Total Corral Funds Committed To Reserve:                           ($   779.89)    $(    779.89)
NET - NET - NET Funds on Hand in Checking, Petty Cash to credit of : Corral 357                      $   8,238.00

ETI-CORRAL 357FINANCIAL REPORT 

Pancake Breakfast AUGUST  15,  2009
Pre-paid Breakfast Reservations:          300 X    $6.00      $ 1,800.00  
Total  Pancake Breakfast Income:      $ 1,800.00 

    
EXPENSES:
Ck# Source:       Reason:  Amount:  Ck #  Source:    Reason    Amount
1323 Smart & Final      Supplies  $ 290.41  1320  P. Party     Coffey       $     17.43
1324 D. Kelly  Supplies  $  64.74  

  
Total expenses paid for Pancake Breakfasts:                       ($372.58) 

NET - NET - NET PROFITS FOR 2009 PANCAKE BREAKFAST:       $ 1,427.42

Bonus Flapjack Report 
By Robert Wilks
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Scribe’s Report 
By Don Segien
Kids Corner
Those of you who make it out to our monthly member’s meeting have probably heard me ask 
for contributions to our Kids Corner. Seems like a great way to get the younger folks involved 
in our corral. Any topic will do. Folks love reading this stuff. Topics can range from “my first 

pony” to “what I did for my vacation.” Well, so far, we’ve received no entries. To help get the ball rolling (and to 
help full a blank page) I’ll share a few pictures of Bekah’s summer vacation. She spend a month on a ranch in New 
Mexico. About now, one of my readers is getting a little pieved----thinking “Don’s taken his editorial prerogative 
a bit too far. “ Well, don’t get mad, get even...send your own pictures or stories to the Kids Corner.

Round-Up 
Time

Halter-Breaking 
a Foal

Vaccinating Calves

Driving the 
Feed Truck



 

What is ETI? 
Equestrian Trails, Incorporated is a family oriented riding club established as a nonprofit corporation 
in 1944 with the Charter to be "Dedicated to the Acquisition and Preservation of Trails, Good Horse-
manship, and Equine Legislation." 

With its combined membership, ETI has successfully worked to keep our trails open and add more eques-
trian facilities. The more members we have backing equine legislation and trail preservation, the more likely 
the State, County and City Officials will be to comply with our needs.

Who are the Saddleback Canyon Riders?
 
The Saddleback Canyon Riders are ETI Corral 357.  Established in �99�, we are one of the largest ETI corrals in 
California with members from South Orange County and points beyond.  We are a family-friendly equestrian 
group based in Trabuco Canyon at the foot of the majestic Saddleback Mountains. Our Corral is committed 
to supporting and helping maintain O’Neill Regional Park and other local riding trails. 

ETI Corral 357
PO Box �026 
Trabuco Canyon, CA 92678-�026


