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RICK’S ‘RAMBLINS’ 
Acorn Day at O’Neill Park was a Nutty Success!   

By Rick Balthaser, President, Saddleback Canyon Riders – ETI 357

Hey Saddleback Canyon Riders and friends! 

Saddleback Canyon Riders partnered with and 

supported O’Neill Park’s highly successful Acorn 

Day on Saturday, October 19
th
. The day was a 

great mix of informative nature related 

exhibits, lots of games and arts and crafts 

projects for kids and adults alike, great 

food, music, ranger-led hikes and 

interpretive programs. There were 

approximately 500 people in attendance 

and some 20 different booths and 

exhibits. Our club pitched in on the day 

with 20 volunteers that jumped in and helped out 

wherever there was a need! So … THANK YOU 

ETI volunteers (you know who you are!) for 

preparing crafts in advance for kids to enjoy. 

Thank you for collecting a ridiculous amount of 

acorns off the ground for games and crafts. 

 Thank you for coming early to set up our booth 

and help a lot of other exhibitors with theirs. Thank 

you for bringing coffee. Thank you for bringing 

your historic saddles and setting them up so kids 

could try them out. Thank you for dressing like a 

cowboy and bringing your horse head for photo 

ops. Thanks for your enormous patience running 

our horse shoe game and plinko for kids who were 

not that patient. Thank you for bringing Penelope 

the mini pony for kids and adults to love on. And 

thank you for bringing Jaeger for ‘hands on’ 

equestrian education! Thanks for answering the 

questions about horsemanship for the public. 

Thanks for taking photos of the event. Thanks 

for tending the water booths and adding 

more hospitality to the event. Thanks for 

help cleaning up. Thank you for 

representing our little horse club and 

building our relationship with OC Parks. 

You were all wonderful and made it a 

great day. 

There is a member of our club that 

deserves serious extra recognition for the many 

hours that she put in helping Ranger Diane 

Wollenberg prepare for and put on Acorn Day. As 

I happened to be married to this club member (so 

I’m a bit biased I suppose), I thought it might just 

be easier to include an excerpt from an email that 

I received from Diane after the event: 

 

                     



 - 2 - 

 

 

 

“Before the event, my 

goodness, whatever I 

mentioned, Karen, you 

made it happen!  It 

happened fast and I 

never had to worry 

about anything you 

took on.  And you took 

on A LOT.  You took 

care of volunteer recruiting, craft prep,  

 

 

          

picture frames, toilet tissue rolls (LOL), finding a 

last minute face painter, a petting zoo, game 

management, décor, helped set up your own 

wonderful ETI booth, and any little thing I’d 

forgotten about or that came up.  And lest I forget, 

making sure we had acorns! The offer of support, 

the commitment and knowing for sure I could 

count on things happening was huge.”  Best 

Regards, Diane 

  A great and fun day! … GREAT 

volunteerism from ALL 20 of our wonderful 

members! … And a GREAT ETI / OC Parks 

relationship building experience! 

Thanks all! …. This was definitely a 

testament to our club’s ‘unofficial’ catch 

phrases: “We Aint Skeered” …. and …. 

 GIT –R-DONE!
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Trail Boss Report 
By Terry Roberts 

 
Month End Ride  

 

We had a nice Month End Ride “MER” on October 27
th

. I have had a few requests to do a ride 

on Sunday so we gave it a try and had a group of six for this day. 

The ride was done in perfect weather, sunny but not hot and the park was just coming to life as 

we headed out on trail. We did the Coyote/Homestead/Vista trail switchback uphill to the top for a great view and rest. 

We headed back towards the Monastery road and came upon a film crew setting up on the side of the hill. Well, it became 

a challenge as my normally steady and fearless trusty Trail Boss stead R2 did not want to approach this strange group with 

the large white reflective devises they use to direct light on to the subjects being filmed. 

With help from the rest of the herd we were able to get past this situation. 

The lesson here is it is always good to ride with a buddy to help out in time of need. 

 

I also wanted to mention that some of us from RCR have been attending the Circle S Ranch sorting events this season and 

they have been great fun for all. Cory had a Buckle day with live music recently and also a costume optional Halloween 

event that was well attended. We enjoyed live music , the coldest beverages in town and amazing BBQ Carne Asada. I 

encourage you to come and ride or watch only two more events this season and the 23
rd

 is a Buckle Event again. 

 

When in doubt, let your horse do the thinkin'. 

 

Your Trail Boss,  

Terry 
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TREASURER'S OFFICE... by Vicki Iacono 

 

 ETI  -  CORRAL 357   FINANCIAL REPORT FOR PERIOD ENDING  September 30, 2013 

  

Ending Bank Balance (Bank of America)               $ 11,171.93 

   

DEPOSITS: 

  Deposits Made After September Closing:           $0.00       

     

Sub-Total for beginning Balance + Deposits                               $ 11,171.93 

 
EXPENSES: 

Ck# Source:  Reason:  Amount:  Ck # Source:       Reason:    Amount: 

 991 D Kelly  GRC     $9.49  995 D Kelly        GRC    $28.00 

 996 P Gomez trailer/waivers   $18.00  997 P Gomez     bd dinner     $30.00 

 998 ETI  membership   $22.00  999 J Iacono      playday   $426.94

   

        

Total expenses paid in – 2013 September   ($534.43) 
 

 

UNPAID CHECKS ISSUED IN THIS PERIOD  

Ck# Source  Reason  Amount 

 

 

 

Total Outstanding Checks September - 2013  i.e. Spending:   $     0.00 

 

Funds on hand in checking as of 09-30-13      $11,171.93 

Petty Cash on Hand as of  09-30-13       $     400.00 

  

Corral FUNDS on Hand at 09-30-13:                   $11,571.93 

 

SUBTOTAL CORRAL FUNDS:           

$11.571.93 

Less Reserve: 
 1.- ERT as of  09-30-13 =                                                                       ($  779.89) 

                                                                                                       

Total Corral Funds Committed To Reserve:                                      $(779.89) 

 

 

 

NET - NET - NET Funds on Hand in Checking, Petty Cash to credit of: Corral 357                          $10,792.04  
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 THE 2013 BUCKLE ROUNDUP 
By James M. Iacono 

                                

 
Well another Buckle Playday- our fifth- is in the books, 

and it was one gritty competition.  The weather could not 

have been more compliant….75 degrees under clear blue 

skies and a slight breeze out of the west.  There were 23 

competitors in all, divided into a 16 and under division 

and 17 and over. We had a good mix of members and 

guest riders all vying for the coveted custom designed 

silver buckles.  And when the final points were tallied, we 

had a longtime member win the Adult Division, and a 

rising superstar guest win the Youth Division.  

In the Adult Division, strong efforts were put in by four 

competitors.  Tracey Tuttle on Patriot had a strong 

showing in each event, finishing in the top 3 in 3 events.  

Jimmy I, your host for the day, riding Lacey, garnered 1 

first place (pole bending), and two other runner-up 

finishes.  Melina Hann and Brandi, looking for a third 

straight silver buckle, rose to the top of the podium in Skill 

Barrels and Step Squeeze, Spin, Sprint.  These were all fine 

performances, but they could not match the grit and 

determination of all-around Cowgirl Patty Gretzler on 

Oreo.  Patti finished in the top three in all events.  She 

sped to wins in Cloverleaf Barrels and Quadrangle, and 

runner up finishes in Pole Bending and Skill barrels.  Patty 

wins the Buckle for the second time, having first brought 

home the hardware in our inaugural year of 2009.  Patty 

came back and showed that she and Oreo have what it 

takes to always give 100%- and when you do that- good 

things can happen! 

We had more juniors competing in the Youth Division 

than any other single competition over the past 5 years.  

15 youths, from ages 6 to 16 took a shot at going home 

with a silver buckle. Amanda Tuttle and Oso had strong 

placing in all events, and won a special trophy for being 

our top 10 and under performer of the day.  Karolina 

Osborn on Lilo had three 1
st

 place finishes (Poles, Skill 

barrels, and Step, Squeeze).  She really had an 

outstanding day.  But when all the points were tallied, 

Summer Bouquet on her peppy pony Muffin, edged 

Karolina out for Top honors.  Summer had two first place 

finishes and three runner-up finishes to mine the silver in 

the Youth Division!  She showed it is not the size of your 

steed that counts, but the size of their heart.  

Congratulations Summer.  We hope to see you next 

spring! 

The ETI grill, captained by Dave Seroski, served 70 lunches 

for the day, and all participants and guests went home 

full, satisfied, and entertained.  We had a special raffle for 

a Tailspin bracelet that was won by Nancy Schicht.  

Proceeds from the raffle went to Hanaeleh  Horse Rescue 

right here in Trabuco Canyon.  Thank you all for helping 

support their great work! Thanks again to all the 

volunteers who make these events happen, and a special 

thanks to all the competitors, parents, and horses who all 

showed up for a day of sweat and support that will be 

treasured for years to come.  We will see you in March for 

our first spring Playday of 2014.  Until then, love on your 

kids, love on your parents, and love on your horses!  And 

thank your lucky stars that you live or ride in Trabuco 

Canyon, where heaven my friends, is a local call! 
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2013  Board of Directors: 
 

PRESIDENT: Rick Balthaser 
(949) 709-2359 
rbalthaser@aol.com 
 
VICE PRESIDENT: Rich Gomez 
(949)888-1604 
rtgomez@aol.com 
 
SECRETARY: Patti Gomez 
(949) 888-1604  
pattianngomez@aol.com 
 
TREASURER: Vicki Iacono  
949-459-7742 
zoegal@hughes.net 
 
MEMBERSHIP:  Kristen Holden 
(949) 444-1990 
kristen3091@gmail.com 
 
TRAIL BOSS:  Terry Roberts 
949-620-4740 mxtrm@cox.net 
 

MEMBER-AT-LARGE: Bob 

Wilks 

(949) 589-9144  
robert-a-wilks@cox.net 
 
SCRIBE/ERT: Debbie Kelly  

(949) 244-0670 

debbiekelly57@yahoo.com 

 

 
SERGEANT-AT-

ARMS/COMMUNICATIONS:  
Dave Seroski 949-533-7153 
 
Events Coordinator: 
Jim Iacono 949-459-7742 
jiacono@fontissolutions.com 
 
Social Media:  Robby Stuckey 
robby@awekeninteractive.com 
 
 

 

 

 

    

    
 

 

     
              

 

                                                                                                   

   
          
                                                         

 
         

 

 

 

         

       

 

 

 
 
 
 

Have a safe and Happy Thanksgiving! 

  

 

  

                
 
 
 
 

Save the Date! 

ETI “Cowboy Christmas Party" 
 

 

When: Sunday, December 8th 

Where: Jim and Vicki Iacono Home 

Time: 5:30 pm  

 

Watch for more information as we get closer to the Holiday.  

 

 
 

(Remember, no member’s meeting in December) 

mailto:robby@awekeninteractive.com
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What is ETI? 

Equestrian Trails, Incorporated is a family oriented riding club established as a nonprofit 
corporation in 1944 with the Charter to be "Dedicated to the Acquisition and Preservation 
of Trails, Good Horsemanship, and Equine Legislation”, 

 
With its combined membership, ETI has successfully worked to keep our trails open and 
add more equestrian facilities. The more members we have backing equine legislation and 
trail preservation, the more likely the State, County and City Officials will be to comply with 
our needs. 
 
Who are the Saddleback Canyon Riders? 

The Saddleback Canyon Riders are ETI Corral 357. Established in 1991, we are one of the 
largest ETI corrals in California with members from South Orange County and points 
beyond. We are a family-friendly equestrian group based in Trabuco Canyon at the foot of 
the majestic Saddleback Mountains. Our Corral is committed to supporting and helping 
maintain O’Neill Regional Park and other local riding trails. 
 
 
ETI Corral 357 
PO Box 1026 
Trabuco Canyon, CA 92678 

 


