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Christmas Party - December 11
Ya Gotta Be Here!  Everyone’s Invited!

Howdy All! 
Come join us for the BEST party of the year! You won’t want to miss this! 

Please RSVP so we know how many people to plan for...this year we’re going to 
have some homestyle recipes so good you’re going to wish you had made ‘em!

We want you and your family to come for some great appetizers, cowboy-style 
eats, great holiday drinks, warm cowboy welcomes and our “no holds barred” 

gift exchange!

Please RSVP by Wednesday, December 8th

WHAT TO BRING:

 BYOB - if you want something other than beer or wine
DESSERT - bring your favorite dessert...maybe a homemade favorite!

 GIFT IS OPTIONAL - only if you want to participate in the gift exchange. 
Bring a gift of $15-$20, and we will do our traditional exchange, 

but please bring something you would like to get yourself!

 Looking forward to seeing EVERYONE

WHEN: Saturday December 11, 2021
TIME: 5:30 Cocktail Hour, meet and greet; Dinner at 6:30

WHERE: Janel Meric’s home
32991 Pinnacle Drive  •  Trabuco Canyon, CA 92678 

949-375-8391 cell  •  janelmeric@yahoo.com
COST: Members:  $10, includes dinner and drinks. 

(beer, wine, and soft drinks)  
Children under 12 are $5/ea.  •  Non-Member Guests: $15
We will also be handing out special awards for service and 

participation for 2021

Please RSVP by December 8th - skos@griotgroup.com
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Important Message from the President
By Kristen Holden

As the year is coming to a close, I would like to take this opportunity to review the 
proposed changes to the By-Laws that were mentioned at both the October and November 

members’ meetings. From a number of comments from members during those meetings, 
there was a positive response to these changes. As a result, I have outlined the specific 

sections that were modified and request that each member vote on these changes. Rather than inundate 
you with emails or meetings, you will have an opportunity to agree/disagree in a very easy way. I hope you 
will take the time to make your voice heard. I hope all of you have a peaceful holiday and look forward to 
seeing you at the Christmas party.

NOTE: All By-Law Changes shown in BLUE. To see the original By-Laws, please visit our website at 
http://www.saddlebackcanyonriders.com/media/26345/Corralbylaws-2000.pdf

ARTICLE V - Corral Meetings
Section 1: 

There shall be quarterly meetings of the general membership
There shall be quarterly Board business meetings

ARTICLE VI – Officers
Section 1: 

There shall be four elected board member positions with duties that 
rotate quarterly:

1. Facilitator
2. Secretary
3. Trail Boss/Activities
4. Social Media

There shall be three elected board member positions with fixed duties:
5. Treasurer
6. Membership
7. ERT/Website/Newsletter Coordinator

ARTICLE VII - Duties of Officers
Section 2: 

There shall be four board member positions with duties that rotate quarterly:
1. Facilitator .......................... Plan and conduct meetings
2. Secretary ........................... see Article VII, Section 3
3. Trail Boss/Activities .......... see Article X, Section 3C. Plan and execute quarterly 

events (see calendar)
4. Social Media ...................... Promote club, fundraisers, campaigns

There shall be three board member positions with fixed duties:
5. Treasurer .......................... see Article VII, Section 4
6. Membership ....................... see Article IX, Section 6 and Article X, Section 3B
7. ERT/Website/

Newsletter Coordinator ..... Responsible for emergency evacuation procedures, drill and 
communication. Maintain website and coordinate newsletter 
publication and distribution.

http://www.saddlebackcanyonriders.com/media/26345/Corralbylaws-2000.pdf
https://form.jotform.com/213398259289068
https://form.jotform.com/213398259289068
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Just like old times
By James M. Iacono 

Summer turned to fall in the 
canyons…the sun dips sooner 

behind Portola Hills, leaves begin 
to radiate color, the bucks swollen 

necks say its rutting season, and the Saddleback 
Canyon Riders brought out the community for one 
final event of the year. Just like old times.

It had been 3 years since 
the Club hosted a Rodeo 
Roundup (aka Playday). 
The face of the Membership 
had changed in 2018. Kids 
became young adults, 
young adults became old 
adults, old adults don’t 
commonly barrel race. But 
we had a pandemic that 
pent up some energy, some new families came to 

town, and in 2021 
we had 14 riders 
show up to try their 
hand at the Walk/
Trot Rodeo Roundup!

Bob Wilks was at 
the mic, just like old 
times. There were 5 

events, and riders had their choice to participate in 
the Walk/Trot division or the Running Division. Young 
competed against old, cautious competed against 
reckless, and it all entertained. Patti Gretzler won 
the Barrel Racing. Just like old times. There were 
some new shooters who seriously came to ride… and 
ride fast! Savy Keune 
represented the upper 
Trabuco Oaks Road 
Clan well… with one 
blue ribbon and three 
runner-up finishes. 
Megan Coltrane took 
home a first and several 
other strong finishes, 
Patti G. took home two 

Blues and Jimmy I snagged 
one. 

In the Walk/Trot Division, Kris 
Wright snagged two blues, 
Haley Clingenpeel zig zagged 
her way to first in Pole Bending, 
Amy Smail and Rachel Smith 
took home the other two 
top prizes. Also putting in 

strong performances were Katherine Lee, Cambria 
Wethersby, and Kennedy McCallister.

It was great to see 
new faces with smiles. 
I know it was these 
events… and the friendly 
competition, and the 
teamwork bond with 
my horse, and of course 
the western BBQ that 
followed, that got me 
to join the club and become an active participant 
for the past 18 years. I want to thank all of the 
Board Member volunteers who helped pull the day 
off, and I want to encourage all that participated 
to spread the word about this little club in Trabuco 
Canyon that loves to play together, and play with 
their horses, and always with a smile on their faces, 
and encouraging cheers for everyone who dons a 
cowboy hat, or a baseball cap, or a helmet while 
guiding 1000 pound animals through obstacles. 
Keep your eye out for the next one. It will be just 
like old times.
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Looking back… and Forward 
By Debbie Kelly

This year would have ended my 
three-year term (with a brief 

break to reset) as Trail Boss for this 
club. I also served the three previous 

years and prior to that was Trail Boss or assistant 
to former member and Trail Boss, Jeff Kelly. Since 
2000 one of us seemed to always fall into the roll; 
either by election or when the sitting Trail Boss could 
not complete their term. It has always been fun, a 
privilege, and sometimes a challenge. And I am not 
alone.

Most of the current Board members have served 
multiple terms or just changed seats. They have 
given tirelessly to ensure this club remains engaged 
and solvent. And despite the challenges of the Covid 
pandemic and its restrictions, our club is intact and 
continues to grow with several new members this 
year. The Board is to be commended for their efforts. 

In 2021 we continued to offer fun and safe events to 
our members. We had rides to In and Out Burger. We 
incorporated our Month End Rides to include away 
trips to Caspers Park and Imperial Beach. We also 

held our Costume Ride in O’Neill Park and resumed 
our docent led rides on the Trabuco Rose Wilderness 
(formerly Ferber and Buck Ranch).  We had our first 
Rodeo Roundup (formerly called Play Day) in October 
and how cool was it to have nonmembers and young 
riding students participate? It wasn’t a high volume 
of participants; but if we don’t offer it, who will? 

As an Equestrian community, kind of off the grid, 
we need a club that will support the lifestyle and be 
a voice for that lifestyle. If we don’t, who will?  We 
need our members to join that support.

Although the Board will be going through some 
structural changes, we will still be scheduling some 
fun events for our 2022 calendar. Providing education 
and equestrian opportunities is at the core of our 
mission statement. That will not change and we 
invite you to join us as we continue to recover from 
the collective effects of the pandemic and keep the 
equestrian lifestyle with all of its wonders here in our 
Canyons. Please enjoy a recap of photos from our 
2021 rides and events.  See you on the trail in 2022!
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Four Simple Rules for Preventing Winter Colic
By Rich Gomez Reprinted from U.S. Rider Equestrian Services

Colic doesn’t follow a calendar. 

Virtually any horse can be 

stricken with gut pain at any time 

of year. That said, there are certain types of colic 

that are more likely to occur in winter than at other 

times of year. A veterinarian called out to see a 

colicky horse on a frigid day in January is going to 

expect to find a certain scenario that she wouldn’t 

for the same type of call in June.

The colics most associated with the cold weather 

months are impaction- related. When ingested feed 

stops moving through the horse’s gut efficiently, 

the material can accumulate and form a blockage. 

Feed and gas then back up behind the blockage, 

causing distention of the intestine and associated 

pain. Impactions are often found in an area called 

the “pelvic flexure,” a hairpin turn the large colon 

makes back on itself, but can also occur in other 

locations.

Thankfully, impactions are typically easy to 

diagnose---many can be confirmed during 

rectal palpations---and treatment is often 

straightforward. A dose of painkillers, possibly 

a sedative, along with hydration usually gets 

things moving again. In more severe cases, 

hospitalization so that intravenous fluids can be 

administered might be necessary, but even those 

horses tend to recover quickly. Of course, it’s 

easier on everyone if colic doesn’t occur in the first 

place.

In that spirit, I’m going to share the four 

management tips that will contribute the most to 

protecting your horse from winter colic or, at the 

very least, recognizing it early when it’s easier 

to treat. These aren’t things you haven’t heard 

before, but it pays to refresh your memory and 

resolve as we head into winter.

1. Keep your horse hydrated.

2. Provide as much turn out as possible.

3. Feed plenty of forage.

4. Be vigilant when storms roll in.

If there is an increased risk of colic when the 

weather changes, you don’t want to pile on with 

other risk factors. That means making sure your 

horse has water, forage and some room to move 

around as soon as is feasible. Also, try to avoid 

making changes to his routine and management 

when the weather changes. When the storm 

arrives, check your horses regularly and watch 

closely for signs of colic. A colicky horse in winter 

may not be especially sweaty, but be on the 

lookout for restlessness, dry and/or scant manure, 

lying down more than usual and “flank gazing” as 

he looks back at his painful sides.
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2021 Calendar
Date Event Location Contact

Dec 9 Thur Board Meeting 7:00 pm

Dec 11 Sat Christmas Party  5:30 pm
Janel Meric’s home
32991 Pinnacle Drive
Trabuco Canyon, CA 92678

skos@griotgroup.com

Dec 19 Sun Trabuco-Rose 
Preserve Ride 10:00 am Stage O’Neill; meet Trabuco 

Oaks gate
Debbie 
(949) 244-0670

Dec 25 Sat
Newsletter dead-
line 
(for articles)

7:00 pm Google Drive

Treasurer’s Report
By Janel Meric

ETI - CORRAL 357 FINANCIAL REPORT FOR PERIOD ENDING: October 31,2021

Beginning Checking account Balance October 1, 2021 .........................$5700.99

Deposits: ....................................................................................................$ 1218.00

Expenses:

PO Box 6 months ........................................................................................... -$127.00

Memorial, food for arena event ......................................................................... -$555.57

Ending balance checking acct October 31 ....................................................$6236.42

Outstanding debits:

3-Aug Tari Schroeder (Newsletter) .................................................................... -$160.00

18-Aug R Gomez for Bravenet Webhost ............................................................... -$18.98

Cash on Hand ............................................................................................... $228.52

TOTAL ........................................................................................................ $6285.96

Membership Report as of October 31, 2021:

Current members 28, Honorary Members 3
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PRemium quality feedS foR eveRy budget.

30555 Trabuco Canyon Road, Suite 100
Trabuco Canyon, CA 92679

949-766-2825
Monday - Saturday 9-5

Professional Courteous Service. Delivery to Home or Stable.
Monday:  Rancho Carillo, Ortega, Sycamore, San Juan Ca  pistrano, Nellie Gail, Laguna, Mission Viejo
Tuesday:  Coto, Santiago, Modjeska, Silverado, Carbondale, Peacock Equestrian, Orange, Yorba Linda
Wednesday:  Trabuco Canyon, Lake Forest, Serrano
Thursday:  Rancho Carillo, Ortega, San Juan Capistrano, Nellie Gail, Laguna
Friday:  Coto de Caza

Love the feed store?
Follow us on Facebook 
to bring us every-
where with you!!www.CanyonFeed.net

Tips For a Safe & Successful Delivery
* Keep your hay elevated & ventilated. Storing your hay on pallets will help keep your hay from getting wet or moldy
* Keep  your hay/feed room as clean as possible. When your hay runs low it’s a great time to move your pallets and sweep out 
bits of hay or feed that have (or could) become mouse & rodent housing. Remember that rodents are a tasty treat to snakes!
* Keep your strings under open hay bales so they can be re-tied up and moved when your new hay is delivered.
* Remember to thank your delivery driver 
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ETI Corral 357 Board:
odd President kristen3091@gmail.com

even Vice-President rtgomez@aol.com

odd Secretary pattianngomez@aol.com

skos@griotgroup.comeven Membership Steve Kos

rodoette1@gmail.comodd Newsletter Designer (contractor)

debbiekelly57@yahoo.comodd Trail Boss

even Person-at-Large mustangmikeshats@gmail.com

even Activity Director jamesiacono@rocketmail.com

Sergeant-at-Arms pmt@aiminghigher.com

Emergency Response Team
  Coordinator/Communications;
  Webmaster rtgomez@aol.com

janelmeric@yahoo.comeven Treasurer

Others:

O'Neill Regional Park steve.aleshire@ocparks.com

Monthly Meetings - M&C’s Grill
  First Thursday of the month (except July & December)

31911 Dove Canyon Drive

ETI National President tkirsch98@gmail.com
ETI National Office  Membership/Ins

Magazine/Website
Past President

Kristen Holden

Rich Gomez

Patti Gomez

Tari Schroeder

Debbie Kelly

Mike Wallace

Jim Iacono

Pam Ragland

Rich Gomez

Janel Meric

Steve Aleshire

Trabuco Canyon

Tom Kirsch
Patty Hug/Jeanne Catron-Gonzalez
Sarah Williams
Linda Fullerton

office@etinational.com
dustysriders@sbcglobal.net
Linda@ClearImagePrinting.com

2021 Board of Directors
Saddleback Canyon Riders | ETI Corral 357

Board Members meet monthly (2nd Thurs); Saddleback Canyon Riders Members are 

always welcome to attend or host a meeting. RSVP required.

Members Meetings (1st Thurs) are open to the public.
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The Saddleback Canyon Riders are ETI Corral 357
Established in 1991, we are one of the largest ETI corrals in California 
with members from South Orange County and points beyond. We are a 
family-friendly equestrian group based in Trabuco Canyon at the foot of 
the majestic Saddleback Mountains. Our Corral is committed to supporting 
and helping maintain O’Neill Regional Park and other local riding trails.

ETI: Equestrian Trails, Incorporated is a family oriented riding club
established as a nonprofit corporation in 1944 with the Charter to be "Dedicated to the 
Acquisition and Preservation of Trails, Good Horsemanship, and Equine Legislation."
With its combined membership, ETI has successfully worked to keep our trails open and 

add more equestrian facilities. The more members we have backing equine legislation and trail 
preservation, the more likely the State, County and City Officials will be to comply with our needs. 

Saddleback Canyon Riders
ETI Corral 357
PO Box 1026 
Trabuco Canyon, CA 92678

www.saddlebackcanyonriders.com

For More...
Visit our Website...e. . .
Visit Our Website

http://www.etinational.com/home.html
http://www.saddlebackcanyonriders.com
http://www.saddlebackcanyonriders.com/
http://www.saddlebackcanyonriders.com/about-us/newsletters.aspx
http://www.saddlebackcanyonriders.com/activities/calendar.aspx
http://www.saddlebackcanyonriders.com/resources/links.aspx
https://www.facebook.com/groups/2926419460735264



