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The end of August is upon us with 
September fast approaching. 

This time of year means a lot to most 
people because kids are going back 
to school which gives most parents 

more time. As a teacher, I usually feel what the 
kids feel…summer is over, ugh! But not this year!

This year is like no other. Parents were wishing it 
was still summer, so they don’t have to go back to 
school with the kids in this distance learning model. 
I am right there with them. School has been in 
session now for just one week and I can already 
tell it is not working.

My first week of Zoom classes was like herding 
monkeys. One child was showing everyone his 
tonsils along with his nostrils and anything else he 
could open wide, another was showing us his eyeball 
close up, a third, fourth and fifth were jumping up 
and down rolling on their beds, another was being 
poked by his baby sister, and not one, including the 
parents could open Google Classroom. By the end 
of my first day, that evening, I am quite sure I may 
have finished a bottle of wine.

And all of this comes with online assignments 
that must be created and linked to this account 
or that account or both. Up until now, teachers 
have managed to prepare lessons to reuse for 
subsequent years that included some type of paper 
on which children could write. There was breathing 
room and we could have evenings for our families. 
Now we must create Google Slide presentations and 
assign them through links on Google Classroom. 
Very high-tech stuff, that by the way, we had to 
learn in one day. Yes, summer is over in a big way.

So, what does this have to do with horseback 
riding, you ask? A lot actually. In all of my planning 

and preparation for this school year, I have not had 
time to get down to the stables. This time of year, I 
normally try and get rides in the late afternoon while 
we still have light and the time has not changed. 
But this year my time is spent every evening on 
my computer. But, as I have mentioned in many 
articles, the horseback riding community is a tight 
knit group. One of my fellow boarders had noticed 
that Mocha had not gotten out for quite a few days 
so he asked if he could run him in the arena for me. 
What a concept! I did not have to go out and find 
someone or pay the stables to let him out. And not 
only is he running him in the arena, he sends me 
texts to let me know how he is doing.

I love being a part of a community that looks out for 
each other and cares so deeply for animals, they 
do what is needed without asking for anything in 
return. It warms my heart…or was that the wine?

A Note from the President
By Kristen Holden
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I Said “Hay” There!
By Karen Elizabeth Baril   Edited by Rich Gomez

Next time you toss your horse a 
flake of hay, take a moment to 

appreciate the renewable resource 
at the heart of the horse world.  
Cutting open a bale of hay and doling 

it out to your horses is one of those chores we all do 
countless times.  Like us, 
you probably do it several 
times a day, especially 
in the cold months. And, 
if you’re like us, you 
probably don’t think too 
much about hay unless 
you’re buying it, storing 
it or hefting it around the 
barn.    

European settlers brought a number of Old World 
hays to America---orchard grass, bluegrass and 
perennial ryegrass. In the early 1700s a New 
Hampshire farmer named John Herd found a 
tall-stemmed grass growing in a nearby meadow 
(although it was introduced from Europe) that 
earned a local reputation as a quality horse fodder. 
Then, in the 1720s, Timothy Hanson began 
cultivating and selling Herd’s grass from his farm 
in Baltimore, Maryland, and “timothy’s hay” soon 
became established as the dominant species of 
grass hay in the Colonies.

Farming technologies had changed little since the 
Middle Ages. The old European plows were heavy 
and cumbersome, made largely of wood. Thomas 
Jefferson, during his time as minister to France, 
spent some time watching these plows at work and 
began working on a better design. He reshaped 
the moldboard---the part that lifts and turns the 
soil---with a curve that he called “mathematically 
demonstrated to be perfect.” The new plow could 
be pulled with minimal force. A wooden version of 
Jefferson’s new plow was in use at Monticello by 
1794, and in 1814, the new design was first cast 
in iron. 

Meanwhile, Jefferson corresponded with and 
encouraged the work of an-other innovator, Jethro 
Wood, who was also refining the plow. In 1819, 
Wood received his second patent for his plow, 
which featured a lightweight, efficient design with 
a cast-iron moldboard and interchangeable parts, 
which meant that a broken plow could be repaired 

rather than replaced entirely. In 1837, John Deere 
began mass-producing another innovation at his 
first plant, in Illinois---Midwestern soil would not 
stick to his plow’s blade, which was made of steel. 

But at the dawn of the 19th century, the scythe 
was still the only way to mow a hay field. 

AN AGRICULTURAL REVOLUTION 
In the early 1800s, U.S. territory was spreading 
westward, and 80 percent of the population either 
lived or worked on farms. Much of the work was 
in the wide-open spaces of the West, and drove 
demand for more efficient ways of farming, and a 
number of new machines were invented.

Finally, a mechanical alternative to the hand-
held scythe came on the scene. Patents for the 
first horse-drawn mowers were awarded to Peter 
Gaillard of Lancaster, Pennsylvania, in 1812 and to 
Jeremiah Bailey of Chester County, Pennsylvania, in 
1822. Several similar machines of different designs 
were patented over the next few years. The first 
mechanical hay rakes and tedders soon followed, 
joined by reapers, threshers, binders, cornhuskers, 
hullers and a host of other agricultural equipment. 
And because a smaller number of people could 
now work larger tracts 
of land more efficiently, 
farms began growing into 
large businesses, shipping 
their surplus across 
the continent and even 
overseas by railroad and 
waterways.

The demand for horses strong enough to power all of 
this equipment across the growing nation was also 
rising. Draft horses were imported from Europe to 
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It’s time for a Fiesta!!

help fill the need---increasing the need to harvest 
and store hay more efficiently. Transporting and 
storing loose hay was becoming too cumbersome 
to meet the skyrocketing demand.  

In the early 1850s, H. L. Emery of Albany, New 
York, began producing stationary hay presses that 
compressed dried grass into two-by-two by four-
foot bales that weighed 250 pounds. Over the 
next decades a number of new machines became 
available that for the first time and turned hay 
into a commodity that was easily shipped over 
longer distances and stored compactly on farms. 
Different machines created bales of varying sizes 
and shapes, and many required multiple people to 
operate them.

In 1859, immigrants Wendelin and Juliana Grimm 
settled in Minnesota and planted alfalfa seed they 
had brought with them from Germany. By selecting 
and replanting seeds only from the hardiest plants, 
they developed a strain of alfalfa that would 
withstand harsh Northern winters. Virtually all the 
alfalfa currently grown in the United States can be 
traced to the seed the Grimms carried with them 
to America.

TWENTY-FIRST CENTURY HAY
Haymaking has come a long way since the time 
when each village and town raised and cut its own 
supply by hand. Today, hay is the third largest 
agricultural crop grown in the United States, 
behind corn and soybeans. According to the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture, 55.7 million acres of 
land are used in hay production, and the total crop 
exceeds 119 million tons per year, most of which is 
used domestically to feed cattle, small livestock and Alfalfa grass (Medicago sativa) Timothy grass (Phleum pratense)

the horse industry. And beyond round and square 
bales, our choices have been expanded to include 
hay that has been chopped and compressed into 
cubes, pellets and other forms. 

These days, hay production is becoming much 
more of a science. “For horses, small square bales 
should have between a 13 to 17 percent moisture 
content,” says Mike Rankin, a crop and soils agent 
with the University of Wisconsin. “This insures the 
hay won’t support mold growth.” Some farmers are 
adding preservatives to prevent mold and bacteria. 
“Propionic acid alone or in some combination with 
another organic acid such as acetic acid are the 
most common hay preservatives,” says Rankin. 
“An organic acid, it works by inhibiting growth of 
aerobic microbes within the hay, reducing microbial 
respiration, accumulation of heat, dry matter loss 
and reductions in nutritive value.”

And yet, there is still some art to growing hay 
as well. No matter how advanced the science of 
growing, cutting and harvesting hay, a good crop 
still comes down to the right balance of rain and 
sunshine: “The problem has been, and likely 
always will be, the weather,” says Rankin.

Save the date for Sunday, September 20th, for a ride down the 5 Freeway with your horse and 
friends to Fiesta Island. Enjoy a day walking along the shoreline and taking your horse into calm 

pockets of Mission Bay. You may even want to see if your equine friend wants to 
swim with or without you on his back. Bring a change of clothes, your lunch, a 

chair, and your swimsuit for swimming after the ride if you’d 
like. We plan on leaving the CVS parking lot at 8 a.m. sharp 
so that we can try to get there before some of the crowds. 

We should be back to the canyon 
by 3 p.m. Call Activities Director 
James Iacono for more info. 
(714-612-1789) A signup sheet 
will be circulated via email the 
first week of September. Hope to 
see you there for one of our few 
events of 2020!
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Last month, I shared about the 
introduction of horses back into 

the North American continent and 
a little about how the American 

Mustang developed from those original horses 
brought in from Europe by the Spanish. In this 
piece, we will address where the wild American 
Mustangs are in the U.S. today and a bit about 
their about how the herds are faring in the wild. 
Additionally, I will speak to the role of the Bureau 
of Land Management and the Wild Horse and Burro 
program.

At present, the Mustang, in the wild, the American 
Mustang is located in 10 western states. 

The Bureau of Land Management oversees 26.9 
million acres of land used by wild horses, wild 
burros, and other species. Below is a map (courtesy 
BLM Wild Horse and Burro Program) showing where 
the American Mustang and Burros lives in the wild. 

The Bureau of Land Management manages, 
protects, and controls wild horses and burros under 
the authority of the 1971 Wild Free-Roaming Horses 
and Burros Act (as amended by Congress in 1976, 
1978, 1996, and 2004). This law authorizes the BLM 
to remove excess wild horses and burros from the 
range to sustain the health and productivity of the 
public lands. The BLM also manages the nation’s 
public lands for multiple uses, in accordance with 
the 1976 Federal Land Policy and Management Act. 
The Bureau manages wild horses and burros as 
part of this multiple-use mandate.

Below are key statistics related to the Wild Horse 
and Burro Program. More complete information, 
including historical figures, can be found as part 
of annual Public Lands Statistics reported by the 
BLM. In addition, information on how the Bureau 
estimates the on-range wild horse and burro 
population on BLM-managed lands can be found on 
the BLM Science and Research page.

Below is a listing of statistics from BLM regarding 
the most recent nationwide wild horse and burro 
population estimates. Note that the population 
continues to grow. 
(data courtesy of BLM Wild Horse and Burro 
program)

Nationwide population estimates:
*95,114 (*As of March 1, 2020)

Fiscal Year 2019
Nationwide population estimates: 
*88,090 (*As of March 1, 2019)
Total removed:  7,276
Total placed into private care: 7,104
Total trained: 1,451
Total expenditures: $85.549 million

Fiscal Year 2018
Nationwide population estimates: 
*81,951 (*As of March 1, 2018)
Total removed:  11,472
Total placed into private care: 4,609 
Total trained:  1,479
Total fertility control treatments:  702
Total expenditures:  $81.226 million

Herd Management Areas (HMAs)
Each state has a number of Herd Management 
Areas (HMA) within their state. There are 177 HMAs 
total within the ten states listed above.

Wild and (nearly) Free – The Story of the American Mustang 
By Mike Wallace  

Warm Springs Mustangs in their natural environment
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How wild horses and burros are managed differs 
from how most other species are managed on 
public lands. Wildlife species, such as deer, are 
usually controlled through a combination of 
hunting and natural predators. Livestock use on 
public lands is intricately managed and controlled 
through grazing permits. Because wild horses and 
burros are protected from hunting, and because of 
a lack of natural predators, if left unmanaged herds 
can double in size in just four to five years and 
quickly outgrow the ability of the land to support 
them. Maintaining herd size at the appropriate 
management level is the best way to ensure healthy 
horses and burros on healthy rangelands.

As required under the Wild Free-Roaming Horses 
and Burros Act of 1971, the BLM conducts an annual 
population inventory to estimate the number of 
wild horses and burros roaming BLM-managed 
lands in the West. To promote healthy conditions 
on the range, the BLM determines what it calls the 
Appropriate Management Level (AML), which is the 
number of wild horses and burros that can thrive in 
balance with other public land resources and uses. 
Wild horses and burros that exceed AML (which 
is 26,770) are to be removed from the range, in 
accordance with the 1971 law, as amended. The 
current estimated on-range wild horse and burro 
population (as of March 1, 2020) is 95,114 animals.

As you can see from the table below, herd sizes far 
exceed appropriate levels. Because of this, there 

is extreme risk to the herd populations and to the 
environment in which they live. One way that BLM 
has been attempting to control the herd populations 
is through temporary fertility control vaccines. PZP 
and PZP-22 has been used successfully to reduce 
the possibility of the mares from conceiving. The 
mares may be darted in their nature environment, 
or the vaccine is administered while in holding and 
the mares are then released back into the herd. 
The drawback is that these vaccines only work for 
about one year. Other methods can be used but 
they collectively are more drastic, such as IUDs for 
the mares and neutering for the stallions. In my 
conversations with BLM, they have stated that they 
would prefer to use the fertility control vaccines 
whenever possible. Another possibility is to gather 
a herd and relocating them in another area of the 
HMA where they reside. 

Next month I will 
cover the BLM 
programs to help 
gathered Mustangs 
and Burros find a 
new home through 
the BLM Adoption 
Program, the TIP 
(Trainer Incentive 
Program), and 
discuss log-term holding facilities for those 
Mustangs that are deemed unadoptable. 

Population Estimates by State 
STATE HORSES BURROS TOTAL MAX. AML

Arizona 558 6,989 7,547 1,676

California 8,702 3,539 12241 2,200

Colorado 2,116 0 2,116 812

Idaho 664 0 664 617

Montana 170 0 170 120

Nevada 46974 4,554 51,528 12,811

New Mexico 200 0 200 83

Oregon 6,162 34 6,196 2,700

Utah 5,316 430 5746 1,956

Wyoming 8,706 0 8,706 3,795

TOTAL 79,568 15,546 95,114 26,770

(table courtesy BLM Wild Horse and Burro Program)



page 6    Sadd leback  Canyon R iders  -  ETI  Cor ra l  357  September  2020  Vo lume 27  Issue  8

I recently got together with some 
old high school friends, who 

have remained friends with me 
for over 50 years. Since Covid, 
we have had to skip a couple of 

events that always bring us together by this time 
in the year. Our Baseball Spring training games 
we had scheduled in March was quashed. Our 
Good Friday Golf game, irreverently referred to 
as “SOTC” – Stations of the Cross (we all went to 
Catholic schools Grades 1-12) didn’t get carried 
out this year. But we decided to have a sensible 
outdoor dinner on the veranda of Wilshire 
Country Club to just catch up this past week. 
The last year had been filled with some major 
events…the death of one of our best friends, 

the weddings of three of our children, the birth 
of a new grandchild, me being diagnosed with 
cancer…so there was a lot to catch up on. But 
the conversation invariably winds down to the 
“good old days” - when we were in our teens 
and early twenties… unencumbered by wives, 
jobs, children, college tuition, mortgages, 
investments, yada, yada, yada. 

But what became increasingly clear to me this 
time was how young and stupid we were…and 
fortunate that we have made it this far.

I mean, at the risk of your judgment, I will 
disclose some things about my past which are 
now cringe-worthy. Things like we would show 
up to go skydiving hungover and on two hours 
of sleep. Or how about the time we refused 
to pay the additional parking fees at a Tijuana 

parking lot and got maced. Or the time two of 
us were thrown in jail in Tijuana for raucous 
behavior. Or the time I decided to break up a 
fight at a party even though I could see one of 
the participants was armed. I ended up with 28 
stitches on my forehead and a night in the ER 
on my best friend’s 21st birthday. Once, down 
in Mexico again, we were camping, and were 
completely out of mind-altering substances. 
So, after finishing our last bottle of Mezcal we 
decided to dry out and smoke the worm. Young 
and stupid indeed. 

I became a young homeowner with an old 
home, and had to navigate the lighting of the 
pilot light to our floor furnace. I couldn’t light 
it from the top, but decided I would try from 
below in the rather generous crawl space. I 
could not find an operable flashlight, so I went 
under there with a candle. Not the brightest 
move, being in a confined space with a flame 
and gas fumes from a faulty pilot light. I won’t 
even get started into my forays with those 
old garage door springs. Suffice it to say that 
a metal spring snapped off of its mooring, 
snipped the tip of my nose as it torpedoed and 
buried itself inside the garage drywall a few 
feet from me.

So why this confession, and what on earth is 
the relevance to a horse club newsletter?

I became a horse-owner in my mid-thirties for 
the first time. We all started sometime. And 
arguably, at the start, we are all young and 
stupid. I once screwed in a wooden cabinet 

Reminds me of a story...From Young and Stupid to….
By James M. Iacono   
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door handle into a tree and thought that could 
serve as a hitching post. The first time I used 
it, the horse’s head went to brush a fly from his 
leg and the handle ripped out. From horse back 
once I thought it was a good idea to use two 
hands to unfurl the tarp that had curled under 
at the top of my trailer. The horse was a young 
Arabian. I wasn’t on her back for long. My wife 
once washed her horse, lathered her up with 
show sheen, then went riding up hill bareback. 
It wasn’t long before she was between her 
horse’s back legs 

I also think about the horses we buy. It always 
seems that when we are starting out, we want 
a young horse; One that will be with us through 
our entire equestrian years. But young horses 
can seem stupid too. We have to remember that 
their natural instincts are not domesticated. 
They don’t walk down a trail they’ve been down 
a hundred times, and see a bobcat dozer on 
the shoulder and say, “Oh Ranger Steve must 
be adding some more dirt to this trail.” Heck 
no, that little dozer looks like a heavy metal 
predator, and being prey animals, any horse can 
do things we perceive as stupid, but in reality, 
it’s merely instinctual.

So, when someone new to the sport comes into 
the barn, and inevitably does something that 

you perceive as stupid, don’t laugh, and gossip, 
and make them feel bad. Have a little patience, 
take them under your wing, and remember that 
we all had to start somewhere.

And when a new horse comes into your life, see 
things from their perspective. They weren’t cut 
out to be pets naturally. They have instincts, 
they are animals of flight, their only defense. 
This isn’t stupid. This is how God made them. 
Give them chances to finally trust, no matter 
how long it takes. 

By the grace of God, I am here to tell you this 
story. Out on the veranda of Wilshire Country 
Club, talking to old friends about things I would 
never imagine doing now, I had an epiphany. 
Though I was young and stupid, I was given a 
second chance, or perhaps, on par with a cat, 
I’ve been given 9 chances. It doesn’t matter, 
the Universe has had patience with me, despite 
being more young and stupid than most. I know, 
I for one, will try to show that same grace to the 
people and horses that come across the trail I’m 
now on; the road to becoming old and wise.

2020 Upcoming Events
Saddleback Canyon Riders | ETI Corral 357

Date Event
Aug 1 Saturday Pancake Fund Raiser    CANCELLED   5:30 am

6 Thursday Members' Meeting  7:00 pm
13 Thursday Board Meeting  7:00 pm
20 Thursday Newsletter deadline (for articles) 7:00 PM
29 Saturday Month-End Ride  8:30 am

Sep 3 Thursday Members' Meeting  7:00 pm
10 Thursday Board Meeting  7:00 pm
20 Sunday Newsletter deadline (for articles) 7:00 PM
19 Saturday Inner-Coastal/Watershed CleanUp   8:00 am
20 Sunday Fiesta Island Ride - San Diego TBD
27 Sunday Trabuco-Rose Preserve Ride  10:00 am

Oct 1 Thursday Members' Meeting and Nominations  7:00 pm
3 Saturday Acorn Day   CANCELLED 10:00-3:00
8 Thursday Board Meeting  7:00 pm

10 Saturday Trail Maintenance   8:00 am
20 Tuesday Newsletter deadline (for articles) 7:00 PM
31 Saturday Costume Trail Ride   8:30 am

Nov 5 Thursday Members' Meeting and Elections  7:00 pm
Fri-Sun Pomona Horse Expo   10:00 am

7 Saturday Trail Maintenance                   9:00 am
12 Thursday Board Meeting  7:00 pm
20 Friday Newsletter deadline (for articles) 7:00 PM
28 Saturday Trabuco-Rose Preserve Ride   10:00 am

Dec 10 Thursday Board Meeting  7:00 pm
12 Saturday Christmas Party  5:30 pm
20 Sunday Newsletter deadline (for articles) 7:00 PM

2020 CALENDAR ETI Corral 357 Calendar
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Are you Ready?  
By Debbie Kelly  

September is National Prepared-
ness Month. It is a good time 

to make that check list and take 
inventory of what we have and 
what to do in the event of an 

emergency. I decided to go through the ETI 
archives and reprint this article I submitted 
in September 2016. It was actually one of a 
series on emergency preparedness from 2012. I 
updated and deleted to bring it up to date. 

According to CAL Fire (Department of Forestry 
and Fire Protection in CA) as of 8/22/20 there 
were nineteen fires raging not yet contained 
from San Diego to Northern California and one 
in Nevada. The counties are too numerous to list 
here but details can be found on the CAL FIRE 
website. There were an additional seven fires, 

not labeled 
as CAL FIRE 
i n c i d e n t s . 
These numbers 
drive home 
even more the 
need to be 
prepared and 
ready if the 
unimaginable 
strikes here in 

OC. This article addresses being prepared to 
either shelter your large animals in place or to 
evacuate. 

As responsible horse owners living or stabling in 
a rural environment, it is imperative we prepare 
in advance for the safety and care of our horses 
during and following a small or wide scope 
disaster. Below you will find some helpful hints 
to assist you in preparing yourself or others to 
care for your horse. You may need to evacuate 
depending on the incident, or may need to 
shelter in place. 
By preparing in 
advance, you 
will be able to 
use your early 
preparation kits 
in either scenario. 
It is strongly 

advised that you do additional research and 
preparation based on you own particular needs 
and animals. At this time, horses can be taken to 
the OC Fairgrounds in the event of a MANDATORY 
evacuation. If you choose to voluntarily leave 
you can call OC Animal Care at 714-935-
6848 for alternate shelters. You can call the 
fairgrounds as well to see if they are accepting 
horses and to advise them of how many you 
are bringing. The number is 714-708-1588. 
Coordinate in advance with your neighbors. 
Have each other’s contact and property access 
information. We may need to help with their 
horses or other pets if they are not at home or if 
street access is not available. If you board your 
horse at a private or a commercial stable, check 
with the management. Make sure they have an 
evacuation plan and ask them to share it with 
you. Make sure you have current identification 
on your horses. You can use ID tags on their 
halters. Have halters made with their name 
and your phone number embroidered on them, 
microchip, or even duct tape wrapped around 
their legs with your info written on it. You want 
a minimum of three days feed stored; seven is 
better. In a shelter in place scenario due to an 
earthquake or other disaster; rural communities 
may be days without service or emergency 
response. If you have to evacuate your horses 
you want to take the feed with you if possible. It 
may take some time to coordinate feed delivery 
at the shelters. Make sure hay is stored away 
from the property’s dwelling and that bagged 
feed is stored in a cool, dry place. Storing hay 
in the garage is not recommended. You should 
count on ten to twenty gallons of water per day 
per horse. Fifteen to fifty five gallon barrels are 
available online and the website is listed at the 
end of this article. Many horse owners also have 
a horse trailer. Be sure it is in prime hauling 
condition. Fuel in your truck should always be 
at least ¾ of a tank. Adequate fuel is a standard 
with many emergency response agencies. If 
you do not have a trailer, be sure to connect in 
advance with someone who can help you out 
during an evacuation. This is not something you 
want to be doing at the last minute. Your kit 
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ETI  -  CORRAL 357   FINANCIAL REPORT FOR PERIOD ENDING: July 31, 2020
Ending Bank Balance (Bank of America) $  7,847.40
DEPOSITS:
Deposits Made After July 2020 Closing: $        0.00
 Sub-Total for beginning Balance + Deposits $  7,847.40

EXPENSES:
CK# Source Reason Amount  
2207 ETI  Membership dues $40.00  

Total expenses paid in July 2020: $  (40.00)

UNPAID CHECKS ISSUED IN THIS PERIOD 
CK# Source Reason Amount  

Total Outstanding Checks July - 2020  i.e. Spending:                     $  (0.00)
Funds on hand in checking as of 7-31-2020 $ 7,847.40
Petty Cash on Hand as of 7-31-2020 $    400.00
Corral FUNDS On Hand at 7-31-2020 $ 8,247.40

NET - NET - NET Funds on Hand in Checking, Petty Cash to credit of : Corral 357 $ 8,247.40

Membership renews due:
Diane Carter expired 8/1/2020
Patti Gretzler expired 6/1/2020
Kristen Holden expired 8/12/2020
Janel Meric expired 6/23/2020

Krista Maus expired 8/10/2020
Renate Soderstrom expired 5/10/2020
Jim and Sue Corley expired 4/1/2020

should include the 
following items. 
Keeping it in your 
horse trailer is 
preferable so you 
always have it 
with you when 
you are moving 

your horse. Fire extinguishers will need to be 
checked more frequently if kept in the trailer. 
The chemicals will condense with movement. 
Keep one in your tack room as well. Suggested 
kit items include water buckets, extra halters 
and lead ropes, medicine and instructions, ID 
paperwork and photo of you and your horse, 
feeding instructions, first aid kit, flashlight with 
extra batteries, duct tape, permanent marker, 
and a change of clothing for yourself. It does not 
hurt to always have extra cash stored as well. If 
power is out then so are the ATM’s. Add to your 
kit a supply of clean face masks, disinfectants 

and sanitizers, along with rubber gloves. I keep 
in my car what I refer to as my “Covid bag”. 
Keep in mind that Trabuco Canyon does have 
an evacuation plan and there is a link to it on 
our website. You will also find other valuable 
resources listed there. If you have any questions 
about the information or the plan, be sure to 
reach out to Rich Gomez, our emergency team 
coordinator. If there is a need to evacuate and 
once the plan is activated horses can be brought 
to the equestrian arena at O’Neill Park for 
temporary sheltering or secondary evacuation. 
In light of the recent wildfires in California, 
preparation just makes sense. 

Website references: 
etinational.org, survivalsolutions.com, (water 
barrels) and Orange County Animal Care. 
Reading recommendation: “What do I do in 
Fire, Flood, and/ or Earthquake”? (Available for 
download on the ETI National website. Mane ID 
Tags can be found at thehaypillow.com.

Treasurer’s Report
By Vicki Iacono
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PRemium quality feedS foR eveRy budget.

30555 Trabuco Canyon Road, Suite 100
Trabuco Canyon, CA 92679

949-766-2825
Monday - Saturday 9-5

Professional Courteous Service. Delivery to Home or Stable.
Monday:  Rancho Carillo, Ortega, Sycamore, San Juan Ca  pistrano, Nellie Gail, Laguna, Mission Viejo
Tuesday:  Coto, Santiago, Modjeska, Silverado, Carbondale, Peacock Equestrian, Orange, Yorba Linda
Wednesday:  Trabuco Canyon, Lake Forest, Serrano
Thursday:  Rancho Carillo, Ortega, San Juan Capistrano, Nellie Gail, Laguna
Friday:  Coto de Caza

Love the feed store?
Follow us on Facebook 
to bring us every-
where with you!!www.CanyonFeed.net

Tips For a Safe & Successful Delivery
* Keep your hay elevated & ventilated. Storing your hay on pallets will help keep your hay from getting wet or moldy
* Keep  your hay/feed room as clean as possible. When your hay runs low it’s a great time to move your pallets and sweep out 
bits of hay or feed that have (or could) become mouse & rodent housing. Remember that rodents are a tasty treat to snakes!
* Keep your strings under open hay bales so they can be re-tied up and moved when your new hay is delivered.
* Remember to thank your delivery driver 
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SUSAN PIAZZA
REALTOR®, CRS
CalBRE# 01207960

949.201.7205  |  susan@susanpiazza.com

Search for your next dream home at 

canyontothecoast.org Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC.
piazza
RESIDENTIAL GROUP

Your Canyon Realtor for Life

ETI Corral 357 Board: Home Work Cell
odd President Kristen Holden 949-444-1990 949-444-1990 kristen3091@gmail.com

even Vice-President Rich Gomez 949-888-1604 949-888-1684 714-504-7001 rtgomez@aol.com

odd Secretary Patti Gomez 949-888-1604 714-335-3123 pattianngomez@aol.com

even Treasurer Vicki Iacono 949-459-7742 949-285-5975 zoegal7799@gmail.com

even Membership Vicki Iacono 949-459-7742 949-285-5975 zoegal7799@gmail.com

odd Scribe/Editor-in-Chief

odd Trail Boss Debbie Kelly 949-713-6133 949-244-0670 debbiekelly57@yahoo.com

even Person-at-Large Mike Wallace 949-981-9336 mustangmikeshats@gmail.com

even Activity Director Jim Iacono 949-459-7742 714-612-1789 jiacono@gosafeguard.com

Sergeant-at-Arms Pam Ragland 949-734-0374 714-287-0001 pmt@aiminghigher.com

Emergency Response Team
  Coordinator/Communications;
  Webmaster Rich Gomez 949-888-1604 949-888-1684 714-504-7001 rtgomez@aol.com

Others: Direct Park Cell
O'Neill Regional Park Steve Aleshire 949-923-2259 949-923-2260 steve.aleshire@ocparks.com
ETI National Office Debbie Foster 818-362-6819 eti@linkline.com
OCFA Station #18 949-858-9369

2020 Board of Directors
Saddleback Canyon Riders | ETI Corral 357
Board Members meet monthly (2nd Thursdays); Saddleback Canyon Riders Members are 
always welcome to attend or host a meeting. RSVP required.
Members Meetings (1st Thursdays) are open to the public.
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The Saddleback Canyon Riders are ETI Corral 357
Established in 1991, we are one of the largest ETI corrals in California 
with members from South Orange County and points beyond.  We are a 
family-friendly equestrian group based in Trabuco Canyon at the foot of 
the majestic Saddleback Mountains. Our Corral is committed to supporting 
and helping maintain O’Neill Regional Park and other local riding trails.

ETI: Equestrian Trails, Incorporated is a family oriented riding club 
established as a nonprofit corporation in 1944 with the Charter to be "Dedicated to the 
Acquisition and Preservation of Trails, Good Horsemanship, and Equine Legislation."
With its combined membership, ETI has successfully worked to keep our trails open and add 
more equestrian facilities. The more members we have backing equine legislation and trail 
preservation, the more likely the State, County and City Officials will be to comply with our needs. 

Saddleback Canyon Riders
ETI Corral 357
PO Box 1026 
Trabuco Canyon, CA 92678

www.saddlebackcanyonriders.com


